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EDITORIAL
Summer is almost over – we had sunshine, a little rain, a wonderful summer festival 
at the Community Centre and much more.

Do you know your neighbours? The Crofts have found a great way to get to know 
their neighbours and to have fun – see page 7. Do any other areas have similar 
activities? Please let us know about what your road gets up to!

As summer draws to a close, it is time to start preparing the garden for winter. Sarah 
has some excellent advice in her column on page 8. We have had a glut of runner 
beans again this year and it looks like the apple crop will take some time to process!

Your editor is trying hard to keep fit and walk 10,000 steps a day – joining the local 
Ramblers might well help – see page 13. Do you like photography? See the North 
Hampshire Photographic Society item on page 13. The Rabbiter is always looking for 
local seasonal pictures for our front cover so if you have a suitable picture please send 
it to editor@therabbiter.biz. 

We have recently had to clear out our garage and were amazed at the amount of 
‘things’ hiding in there – 20 year old pots of paint, bits of wood that ‘may come in 
useful’ etc. etc. In fact in the end we almost filled a skip! Local community facebook 
groups helped as find new homes for quite a few things. There were things that I 
thought I could never part with – my father’s old workbench – but actually I felt 
really good to think that it has gone to someone who really  wanted it. If you fancy a 
clearout, the Free Ads page in the Rabbiter is a great place to advertise – just email 
your items to editor@therabbiter.biz or drop them into Rabbiter H.O.

The Rabbiter office is now starting planning for next year - we want to ensure that 
we include all the things that our readers would like to see in their magazine so 
we would like your views – see questions below.  You can respond via the website, 
www.therabbiter.biz, email to editor@therabbiter.biz or post your thoughts on The 
Rabbiter facebook page. 

Thank you for your participation
Jenny, Editor
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• Heating installations

• Boiler changes/upgrades

• Servicing

• LPG Gas installation/service

• Breakdowns

• Landlord Safety Checks

• Power flushing

• Water softeners

Call Jamie Davenport 24hr - 7 Days a Week

Tel No: 01256 398611 Mobile No: 07876 687422 212273

An established, family run local business with 20 years experience

Keep an eye out for the web symbol -– you can find out more on selected 
articles at www.therabbiter.biz

1. Do you read all the Rabbiter each month?

2. If you need a local tradesman do you use the Rabbiter to find a 
suitable supplier?

3. What other items/articles would you like to see in the Rabbiter?

4. Do you belong to a local group and would you be prepared to 
send us a regular update on your activities?

5. Do you have any other comments regarding The Rabbiter?
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PROBUS CLUB LEARN 
ABOUT THE OLD 
INCENSE ROUTES
Richard Tanner, a retired head 
teacher from North Waltham, 
gave the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke an informative 
insight into the ancient Incense 
Routes that were so important 
to the Middle East well before 
and after Christ. The nativity 
story of the baby Jesus receiving 
gifts from the three Kings of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh is well known. 
To hear that incense had a value, weight 
for weight, greater than gold puts some 
perspective to the importance of this 
commodity. How was incense produced 
and where did it come from? And the 
Queen of Sheba comes into the story too.

Richard’s interest in the topic came whilst 
he was teaching geography at the ‘Royal’ 
school in Amman, Jordan.  This teaching 
post gave him the opportunity to travel 
throughout the region.

The term incense, that includes both 
frankincense and myrrh, refers to a 
substance that emits a fragrant aroma 
when burned. Resins are collected from 
certain tree barks during winter which 
were found only in the arid regions of 
Southern Arabia and to a lesser degree 
in Eastern Africa.  As early as the 8th 
century BC, incense was popular across 
the ancient world for sanctifying religious 
ceremonies and masking the pungent 
odours of burned flesh – from cremations 
and human sacrifices - and sewage.

Richard described the route taken by 
incense traders, at first by sea along the 
coast of Dhofar to the port of Qana in 
Yemen. The prospect of continuing by 
boat up the Red Sea was dismissed due 
to difficult wind patterns and the threat 
of pirates. The inland route chosen, using 
camel trains, had extremely difficult 
terrain with robbers determined to get 
their hands on the valuable cargo. For 
some 1500 miles it followed a route 
parallel with the Red Sea through Medina 
and on to Petra, thence to Gaza on the 
Mediterranean coast. 

The inhabitants along the route were 
Nabataeans. They were experts in trading 
and desert agriculture with skill in water 
management with its collection and storage 
in reservoirs. They played a central role in 
controlling the incense trade route. They 
built 65 fortresses and resting stations in 

strategic points along the route to serve 
and protect the convoys set at a distance 

of a day’s walk, while 
the journey could 
take three months.

The ‘Incense Route’ 
reached its peak 
during the 2nd 
Century AD.  At this 
time the Romans 
had succeeded in 
sailing directly down 
the Red Sea to 

Southern Arabia. From the 4th century 
AD when Christianity became the official 
religion, the practice of sacrifice and 
cremations was avoided and there was 
a return to ordinary burials leading to a 
significant reduction in the demand for 
incense.  Finally, following the Moslem 
conquest of the area in the 2nd half of the 
7th century, heralding a further decline in 
the demand for incense, the trade route 
died out and the resting stations along the 
route gradually fell into decay and were 
deserted.

And the Queen of Sheba? She came 
from the kingdom of Saba, in present day 
Yemen. Legend has it that she travelled up 
the Incense route to Jerusalem to seek the 
Wisdom of Solomon. And she brought the 
same gifts the Magi afterwards brought to 
the infant Jesus.

To find about this group of retired 
professional and business men then 
look on the Probus Club website www.
probusbasingstoke.webs.com or ring the 
Secretary Paul Flint for an informal chat 
on 07770 886521.  

ANAEROBIC DIGESTER 
–  UPDATE
Since June, when the County Council 
Regulatory Committee gave permission 
for an increase in HGV movements along 
Woodbury Road, local residents and 
others have been working with Tamar 
trying to ensure that the timing and routing 
restrictions are adhered to by the hauliers.  
In this period, 14 potential infringements 
have been reported, of which (at the time of 
writing) 5 are still unresolved. Of the others, 
Tamar have actually turned away deliveries 
or declined collections on a couple of 
occasions, and have banned 6 drivers from 
their site completely.  They have also warned 
several hauliers that they are now pursuing 
a zero tolerance policy.  Hopefully this 
will have the required effect, although we 
shall have to wait until September to see 
whether the progress can be maintained 
when the school run restrictions apply again.

There have been worrying reports of 
lorries bound to or from the digester going 
along Beggarwood Lane and Cliddesden 
Lane (leading to several of the driver bans), 
and even through the village of Cliddesden, 
and the temptation to use these banned 
routes will no doubt increase over the next 
months and years, as the planned works on 
the A30 between junction 7 of the M3 and 
the Brighton Hill roundabout cause massive 
disruption and delays on that stretch of road.  
If anybody sees any lorry or tanker they 
think may be connected with the digester, 
anywhere other than on Woodbury Road, 
please let me know;  date, time, direction 
of travel, company, numberplate and, if 
at all possible, a photo, would be helpful.  
samthetax@yahoo.co.uk.

Odour from the site.  Tamar continue to 
state that, apart from a very few isolated 
cases, they are not responsible for any 
odours afflicting Kennel Farm, Beggarwood 
or Hatch Warren. A local resident is now 
coordinating odour reports, so if you 
become aware of anything let me know 
and I’ll pass the details on;  date, time, type 
of smell, duration and, if possible, wind 
direction and strength, would help.

Liaison Committee. This Committee is 
now managed and more under the control 
of local residents, and will hold quarterly 
meetings at Hatch Warren Community 
Centre.  If any local resident has any issues 
they wish to raise in person, or that they 
wish me or Councillor Terri Reid to raise, 
please let me know.

Sam Weller
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WHAT’S ON – SEPTEMBER
Do you have an event locally that you would like to tell people 
about. The Rabbiter reaches over 4000 homes locally so is 
the perfect way to publicise your event. Just email details to 
newsdesk@therabbiter.biz or rabbitereditor@aol.com  Copy 
date is the 15th of the month preceding publication. 
1 September  Hatch Warren W.I. – RNLI Lifeboat Institution
8 September  Laughter House at Red Lion featuring   
 Ben Norris – www.laughter-housevpweb.co.uk
9 September  Jolly Babies first session at the    
 Community Centre
10 September  Hatch Warren Beer Festival at the   
 Community Centre – 19.00-23.00 Adults Only
10 September  Moonlight Walk – St Michael’s Hospice
10 September  Defibrillator and CPR Training – 09.00   
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
10-11 September Open Days at Loddon Valley Indoor   
 Bowling Club – see page 20
11 September  Classic Car Show in aid of Naomi House  
 – see page 10
12 September  The Pink Place Swishing Party, 7pm, Wote Street  
 – See Sainsburys article page 7
15 September  Cliddesden W.I.
16 September  Open Evening, North Hampshire   
 Photographic Society – see page 13
17 September  Charity Football Match in aid of Samaritans 
  – see page 13
18 September Jump for Naomi House – see page 10
25 September Foam Fest in the Forest in aid of   
 Naomi House – see page 10
25 September  Hatch Warren Runners 10k Trail Race in   
 Farleigh Wallop
27 September  Basingstoke Bridge Club – see page 20
30 September  Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra   
 – The Anvil, Basingstoke
Future Events

1 October  Basingstoke Male Voice Choir Autumn Concert  
 – see page 17
6 October  Trip to Aladdin the Musical – organised by the  
 Community Centre
6 October  Hatch Warren W.I.
8 October  On Your Bike – in aid of Naomi House,   
 see page 10
13 October  World Sight Day
13 October   Soup Lunch 12 – 2pm at the Community  
 Centre in aid of After School Club
13 October  aughter House at Red Lion    
 – www.laughter-housevpweb.co.uk
15 October  Defibrillator and CPR Training – 09.00   
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
16 October  Wedding Fayre – Hatch Warren   
 Community Centre
23 October  Aida – The Anvil, Basingstoke
20 October  Cliddesden W.I.
29 October  Sussex Jazz Kings with Lions Club – see page 11
30 October  Clocks go back 1 hour
3 November T rip to The Bodyguard, London – organised by  
 Hatch Warren Community Centre

REGULAR EVENTS

Hatch Warren W.I., 1st Thursday each month 8.00pm 
Community Centre (contact Jane Kerry 01256 810255)

Baby Clinic, 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month Community 
Centre 10.30 – 12.00 (contact Health Visitor 01256 320567)

Basingstoke Knit and Natter,  
Every Monday 6.30 – 9pm,  Waitrose Café

The Warren Youth Club, Friday evenings at the Warren 
attached to the Community Centre

Aldworth Badminton Club,  
Thursday evenings 8.30 – 10 Aldworth Science College

Cliddesden W.I., Cliddesen Village Hall, 7.30pm, third Thursday 
every month (contact Pat Rampton 01256 461034)

Old Down & Beggarwood Wildlife Group, 
www.olddownandbeggarwood.org.uk email: odandbwd@gmail.com

Hatch Warren Nature Group, 
contact Paul Beevers, hatch.nature@gmail.com

Cliddesden, Ellisfield and Farleigh Wallop Horticultural 
Society, contact Mrs M Smith (01256 462584) for details)

Laughter House, laughter-housevpweb.co.uk

Hatch Warren Runners, meet Monday and Wednesday at 
7.15, Portsmouth Arms and at the Co-op Beggarwood.  
www.hwrunners.co.uk

3 November  Hatch Warren W.I.
5 November  Fireworks Display – organised by   
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
10 November  Laughter House at Red Lion featuring Johnny  
 Awsum – www.laughter-housevpweb.co.uk
13 November  Remembrance Sunday
15 November  Defibrillator and CPR Training – 19.30
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
17 November  Cliddesden W.I.
19 November  Quiz Night at Cliddesden Millenium Hall  
 – see Lions Club page 13
23 November  Trip to Dirty Dancing on Tour, Reading
 – organised by Community Centre
26 November  Trip to Bluewater – organised by
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
27 November  Christmas Craft Fayre – organised by
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
30 November  St Andrew’s Day
1 December  Laughter House at Red Lion
 – www.laughter-housevpweb.co.uk
3 December  Trip to Bath Christmas Market – organised by  
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
7 December  Defibrillator and CPR Training – 18.00
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
8 December  Hatch Warren W.I.
8 Dec – 2 Jan  Sleeping Beauty Pantomime
 – The Anvil, Basingstoke
9-10  December Christmas Pantomime
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Our Values make us Different

Local Charity Partnership – The 
Pink Place
We’re delighted to be supporting the 
team from The Pink Place for a second 
year. Our partnership has started brightly 
with donations to support their Patrons 
Evening and equipment for their massage/
therapy rooms.

We’re also supporting the next events 
they have planned – The Pink Place 
Swishing Party – Monday September 
12th 7.00pm at the Wote St premises.

The event allows you to bring up to 6 
items of clothing you no longer require, 
and swap them with another item. Tickets 
cost just £10.

We’ll also be helping them at the 
Summer Charity Weekend at The Hatch, 
Old Basing. Activities include, a duck race, 
quiz evening and much, much more.

For more information, please contact 
Kathy Williams – 07769 947540 or visit 
the website: www.thepinkplace.org.uk

Fireworks Night
We’re proud to be continuing our 
support of the Hatch Warren Fireworks 
Night. The event continues to grow 
from strength to strength and, together 
with your support, we look forward to 
another great evening this year.

The safety of our customers and 
colleagues are paramount during this 
evening and, your co-operation will help 
keep all routes from the store to the 
event, safe at all times.

With extra marshalling during the 
evening, please note that only official 
crossings and pathways are to be used to 
gain access to the event.

Access to the Petrol Station will be 
marshalled for customers and delivery 
vehicles/persons only.

Collections at the Store
We’re busy putting the finishing touches 
to the arrangements for our Christmas 
activities during December. We have to 
balance the many requests for collections 
at this time, together with the needs of 

our customers and colleagues. There 
is also the small matter of reduced 
weekends as Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day fall on Saturday and Sunday this year.

Keep an eye out on our noticeboard for 
further details.

5p Bags & Bag for Life
As you may well have seen in the news, 
the number of plastic bags issued by 
supermarkets has fallen dramatically since 
the start of the scheme last October.

Sainsbury’s is continuing to re-invest the 
monies from both the 5p scheme and, 
the Bag for Life scheme, into community 
projects in our community.

The Bag for Life scheme provides the 
funds for our Community Budget, whilst 
the 5p bag levy is paid direct to the store 
Charity of the Year.

THE CROFTS
When we cast our minds back to our 
childhood many of us remember local fetes, 
playing outside until dark and knowing 
most of our neighbours. As the years go 
by communities and neighbourhoods 
have seen changes, younger children today 
are missing out on this community and 
neighbourhood spirit.

This brings us to today and one of the 
reasons I moved to Hatch Warren and the 
Crofts in particular is that I had heard all 
about the Christmas Carol evenings, the 
fun days and of course the Halloween 
celebrations. Our close has its own 
Residents’ association, we have around 9 
members on our committee and many 
volunteers. All of us aim to provide a 
support network to our neighbours and 
to hopefully bring back the essence of 
our childhood and bring our community 
together.

We have recently held our summer fun day 
on our green, tug of war, three legged races, 
egg throwing competition, bouncy castle 
and BBQ, it’s a hugely successful event 
especially with our neighbours that have 

children. We use this as an opportunity to 
arrange some fund raising for local charities 
like Sebastian’s Trust and St Michael’s 
Hospice. In addition to this we also have 
an Easter Egg Hunt, our annual Christmas 
Carol evening, mince pies, mulled wine and 
of course Father Christmas, again this is a 
lovely event to bring our neighbourhood 
together in the dark winter months.

Being part of our residents’ association 
allows us to organise future events, run 
our local Neighbourhood Watch, and 
generally support The Crofts residents 
on issues such as speeding, cold calling, 
and any local concerns e.g the anaerobic 
digester traffic, we have a contact within 
the local council that we can effectively flag 
up issues of concern. We have our own 
facebook page that we use for local news 
and the occasional call to arms for help or 
assistance from neighbours ranging from 
moving sheds to asking for materials for 
a school project! We also generally keep 
an eye on the close, if we see something 
suspicious or out of the ordinary we will 
make the committee fully aware, you can 
never be too careful especially with the 
recent burglaries around.

When a new neighbour moves to the 
Crofts we post a welcome pack through 
their door, telling them who we are as a 
residents’ association and other useful 
local information. We never push for them 
to join the Crofts Residents’ Association, 
some people like to be left in peace which 
we fully respect.

So, if you live in the Crofts and are 
entertained by our antics on the field please 
visit our facebook page to find out more 
about joining our residents association, and 
if you are a neighbour in another part of 
Hatch Warren, why not start up your own 
association, it’s very rewarding and you get 
to know your neighbours and enjoy being 
a part of our local community
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SEPTEMBER  
IN THE GARDEN
September is the time of year for the last 
harvesting to be done. Many fruits and 
vegetables such as Raspberries, Apples, 
Courgette and Runner beans are still 
producing fruits and vegetables. Keep an eye 
on your pumpkins and squashes and start 
to place the fruits on plates to keep them 
off the ground reducing chances of them 
rotting before they are ready for harvesting.  
They will soon be ready for harvesting in the 
next few weeks.  You can now start to plant 
out your autumn vegetables. Such as purple 
sprouting Broccoli along with Onions and 
Leeks. Start to tidy up any plants, fruit or 
vegetables that have finished fruiting such 
as summer Raspberry canes. Each clump 
should have a maximum of 5 canes coming 
from it so choose the ones you don’t want 
and cut them away to the ground. Now is 
also a good time to feed raspberries and 
re mulch to help to reduce weeds right 
through until the spring months. Check any 
trained fruit and vegetables that are tied in 
to walls or wires and ensure they are tied 
in correctly and any trimming back that may 
be needed. 

September brings shorter days and longer 
nights where there is still plenty to be doing 

in the garden. Seeds heads from plants like 
Foxgloves, Sedum and Lavender will start 
to turn brown and produce seeds. Try 
collecting seeds by simply cutting off the 
seed heads and placing them in a paper 
bag, allowing them to dry. By allowing them 
to dry it will ensure the seeds are ripe. To 
use them the following year keep them in a 
cool dry place and watch out for any rotting 
as this can quickly spread to the rest of 
the seeds. Keep your flowering containers 
and roses flowering by dead heading and 
keeping on top of pest and diseases. This 
will make your plants continue to flower 
until the first frost start to come.

Now is a good time to think about 
renovating your beds and ensuring you have 
all year round interest. You can now start 
splitting your perennials and re-planting 
elsewhere in the beds ensuring plants have 
enough space. This also allows you to look 
for overcrowding and any plant gaps where 
additional interest may need to be planted. 
Try planting some chrysanthemums and 
Sedums to fill out the gaps providing colour 
for September.  For additional winter colour 
think about planting Euonymus and Cornus. 
This will provide you with some colour 
interest during the winter months.  You can 
also sow hardy annuals seeds right now 

such as Poppies and Stocks making them 
into bigger plants for next year.   Start to 
plant your bulbs in the ground now, such as 
Daffodils and Tulips, giving them lots of time 
to establish before shooting in January. 

Take the time now to protect your ponds 
for the coming months. Remove any bog 
bean ensuring the water is clear from the 
plant’s summer growth. Leave the plant 
material on the side of the pond for a few 
days allowing any bugs caught to climb 
back into the pond.  Place netting over 
open water to protect the filter and pumps 
from getting clogged. Ensure that you raise 
up submerged plants in nets to stop them 
from freezing and so they can be removed 
later. Place bricks around the edges of the 
ponds to allow animals to climb out if 
they fall in. Start to drain and remove any 
unneeded hose pipes and place them away 
for the winter months to prevent freezing. 

Towards the end of September, you will 
need to think about protecting your plants 
from any of the first frosts. Any tender 
plants may need to be covered or moved 
inside a shed for additional protection. 

Happy Gardening 
Sarah Bailes - Deputy Horticultural 
Training Manager for Share Community

Legal Eye

Expert Legal Advice in every issue of the Rabbiter

When parents separate, it can 
sometimes be confusing as to which 
parent should be the main “contact” 
on the children’s school records, which 
parent gets the school report, which 
parent goes to parent’s evenings and 
so forth. Below are some ideas to help 
separated parents overcome these 
issues.

• Complete a “”Parenting Plan”. 
A template is available on www.
cafcass.gov.uk. The Plan is intended 
to help any parent whatever your 
situation and provides details 
of services that can help with 
developing skills, understanding your 
child’s needs, and getting support 
to make an agreement.  It can help 
provide a structure in terms of who 

the school will contact when the 
children are ill and who will collect 
the children from school.

• Children of Junior School age 
or younger often have a narrow 
perception of the world and feel 
that everything happening around 
them is in some way related to 
what they have thought, felt, said 
or done. As a result, they often 
struggle with feeling responsible 
for their parents separating. It is 
important that you keep your 
children’s school informed as to 
the circumstances at home, so that 
they can provide the children with 
any support they may need. Many 
schools offer an “ELSA” (Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistant) and 

these can prove to be a pillar of 
support for the children.

• Liaise with the school in terms of 
what they can offer to separated 
parents. Many schools now have a 
system which allows the children to 
have two named addresses as their 
“home”, and school reports and 
newsletters can be emailed to both 
parents.

For any further information and advice, 
please contact Laura Bell on 01256 
305596 or laura.bell@lambbrooks.com.

BACK TO SCHOOL? A GUIDE FOR SEPARATED PARENTS
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Your trusted local partner for property sales and lettings since 1802

www.simmonsandsons.com • 12 Wote St, Basingstoke RG21 7NW

01256 840077/337100
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BIG WHEEL 24 – ST. MICHAEL’S HOSPICE
Basingstoke turned out in force on Sunday 
24th July with around 1,000 cyclists taking 
part in Big Wheel 24 to support their local 
Hospice and cycle around the beautiful 
Hampshire countryside, taking on brand 
new challenging routes and the family 
favourite 5 mile route. 

With the weather cooperating, the 
riders enjoyed three brand new routes 
with the most challenging 65 mile route 
proving particularly popular. Once all the 
sponsorship is all in, it is hoped the event 
will bring in an amazing £60,000 of vital 
funds helping St. Michael’s Hospice keep 
their services free for the community. 
Little Wheel, for riders between two and 
seven years old, was in its 5th year and had 
its most popular year so far. Lots of families 
took part too with the 5 mile route being 
a perfect introduction to cycling events for 
many of them.

Special thanks must go to Basingstoke 
based company Unum Ltd who sponsored 
the event and to all the volunteers who 
helped out on the day, including corporate 
volunteers from Hattingley Valley Wines, 
Shoosmiths-Access Legal and Team 
Amazingstoke who each took responsibility 
for manning water stations on the route. 
The Rotary Club of Basingstoke Deane 
did a fantastic job of taking care of all the 
car parking at Down Grange as well as 

a water station on the route. We were 
supported too by corporate cycling teams 
from AA, De La Rue, Sentinel Housing and 
Shoosmiths-Access Legal. It was thanks to 
the thorough research and cycling skills of 
Ken Robson and Oakley Pedalers that the 
riders were able to enjoy new 65, 39 and 
21 mile routes.

The event could not have happened 
either without the superb work of the 
fleet of motorbike riders from Unity 
Support Riders, USR, who ensured the 

cyclists safety on all the routes. Also 
helping St. Michael’s Hospice to carry off 
the event so smoothly were; Basingstoke 
Rugby Club, JACK fm Berkshire, MJ Events, 
Projected Image, Raynet, Shoot 4 Goal, St. 
John’s Ambulance, and Winklebury Cycles.

Laura Hughes, Marketing and Events 
Coordinator, said, ‘We were delighted to 
see so many riders out in the sun enjoying 
themselves on behalf of the Hospice, the 
continued support we receive for this 
event in incredible. As a Hospice we rely 
so much on support from the community 
and for this we are forever thankful.’

NAOMI HOUSE EVENTS

Foam Fest in the Forest:
Our Foam Fest is making its last stop of 
the year at Beaulieu Motor Museum, on 
Sunday 25th September.

This 3k fun run will have you dodging foam 
canons whilst diving and climbing over our 
inflatable obstacle course! Entry is £20 per 
person.

Concorde Classic Car Sow:
The annual Classic Car Show is being held 
at the Concorde Club in Eastleigh, on 
Sunday 11th September. 

There will be more than 120 classic cars 
on show this year, plus various stalls, 
entertainment and activities.

Jump for Naomi:
If you’ve ever wanted to take on this 
10,000ft challenge, now’s the time to take 
the plunge!

The jump is at Go Skydive, Old Sarum, 
Salisbury on Sunday 18th September.

On Your Bike!
We have a brand new challenge for you! 
On Your Bike is a family friendly cycle 
challenge, taking place in Wiltshire, on 
Saturday 8th October.

Places are £12 for adults, £8 for children 
or you can sign up as a family (2 adutls, 2 
children) for £35.

www.naomihouse.org.uk



The Rabbiter - September 2016

1111

Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

Tutor instruction - Step-by-Step

Suitable For Everyone

Therapeutic

Friendly

EXCITING AND NEW!

Tel: 07419  741 670
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Newsagent 
of the Year 

2015

Telephone 01256 465517  •  Email kpopremier@hotmail.com

Your local store for early morning newspaper deliveries 

Contact us below for your order requirements
7 days a week

THE TOTAL SOLUTIONS GLAZING COMPANY 
Local to Hatch Warren and Kempshott

We are a local family 
run business offering
knowledge and expertise
with a friendly approach. 

We specialise in UPVC 
or Aluminium windows,
Composite doors, Bi-fold
doors, Conservatories,
Orangeries and Repairs.

www.southernwindowinstallations.co.uk

01256 812622
07878 236001

SOUTHERN
WINDOW
INSTALLATIONS

Where reputation matters

WINDOWS • DOORS - COMPOSITE/BI-FOLD DOORS • CONSERVATORIES/ORANGERIES 
• REPAIRS - MISTED UNITS, LEAKING ROOFS, FASCIAS & GUTTERING AND MORE

BEST PRICE BI-FOLD

DOORS IN BASINGSTO
KE
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BASINGSTOKE LIONS CLUB
Last month we appointed our first woman President, Ann Vicars. 
Since then she has set a number of other precedents:- first to 
be stranded in Switzerland by a delayed flight on the day of the 
monthly business meeting – first to buy a ticket on another flight 
(also delayed) in an attempt to get to the meeting on time  – first 
to take a taxi from the station to the meeting – first to arrive an 
hour and twenty minutes late – first to re-open a closed meeting 
to deliver her report. And all this while keeping the Club members 
fully  informed of progress. If that’s not devotion to duty, I don’t 
know what is!

Fundraising: Our final outing of the year with the Lions’ Den 
was to Four Lanes Junior School in Chineham. The school put on 
a super, entertaining event, (in spite of the weather) and we were 
delighted to donate our takings of £99.50.

Welfare: In addition to delivering articles of clothing and bedding 
to the Joshua Tree and May place, and a redundant television to a 
Popley family, we donated a total of £600 to two other charities 
involved with looking after carers, and pensioners with mental 
health problems.

Upcoming Events: 
24/09/2016 Motown at the Royal British Legion Old 
Basing: The inimitable aficionado Lou Taylor is performing for 
us in aid of replacement of the Maple Ridge School for  disabled 
children’s minibus.

Contact: tony.bamberger@hotmail.co.uk or  tel 01256 850254

13/10/2016 World Sight Day stall in Festival Place with sight 
problems related information.

Contact: av@mypostoffice.co.uk or tel: 01256 781927

29/10/2016 Mardi Gras Style Jazz Party at Viables 
Community Hall with the Sussex Jazz Kings.

Contact: jhibberd440@btinternet.com 

19/11/2016 Quiz Night at the Cliddesden Millenium Hall.  
Brainiacs, maniacs and masochists delight. Contact: philipjhwilson@
btinternet.com   or tel: 01256 352393

World Peace Poster competition for 11 to 13 year olds.

Contact: jomolincoln@btinternet.com or tel: 01256 325280

www.basingstokelions.org.uk

RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION
The North Hampshire Downs Ramblers group, is part of the 
Ramblers Association, we walk mostly in Hampshire and the 
surrounding countryside. In the last few months our group has 
enjoyed both walks and social activities. 

The group walk on both Tuesday and Saturday and cover both 
areas in and around Basingstoke as well as sometimes going 
further afield.

The group have just done a 3 day walking holiday to Minehead, 
and had three beautiful walks, on day 1 our first walk was to start 
at the Gallox Bridge in Dunster, by road about three miles from 
Minehead and a steam train trip to the start of the walk was 
enjoyed. The walk also took us to the lovely Withycombe Parish 
Church of St Nicholas, completed in the 13th century and with 
interesting stone effigies, a carved wooden rood screen, and a 
plague door for the priest. On day 2 the group did a seven and a 
half-mile walk starting at Simonsbath and ending up passing Cow 
Castle and a failed copper mine. Day 3 finished the few days with 
a walk to Dunkery Beacon the highest point on Exmoor at just 
over seventeen hundred feet. 

As well as the walks, the group also enjoys some social activities; 
this includes an Annual Summer Picnic, Boys’ lunches and a 
Summer Ladies’ Walk and tea party.

The group have an active path patrol group, who report problems 
to the local council and also do some work on the paths, which can 
be as varied as checking waymarking and replacing waymarking 
discs, minor clearing or even repairing stiles and gates. To date this 
group has replaced 20 gates in conjunction with the local council. 
The most recent being the replacement of 4 gates at Cottington 
Hill, where as well as the gates and steps being erected, some 
footpath clearance work was done at the same time .

If you are interested in finding out more about the North 
Hampshire Downs group, there is more information on our 
Website. www.northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk.

If you are new to walking and want to give us a try, or already 
walk, you would be given a very warm welcome by the Group. 
We hope to see you soon! 

If you are interested in joining the Ramblers we suggest you come 
along for a couple of walks with the group first to get a taster. 
Membership details are available from the Ramblers’ national 
website: www.ramblers.org.uk

CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH
Charity Football Match to raise funds and awareness of the work 
of the Samaritans in the local community.

The event details are: Basingstoke Samaritans Charity Football 
Match between two teams of ex-Basingstoke League players from 
the past 25 years.  The game will take place on Saturday 17th 
September with the kick-off at 3pm at The FA Hampshire 
HQ in Winklebury.  Admission to the game is £3 Adult and £1 
Child.  All proceeds will go directly to the Samaritans.

At Samaritans we know the value of listening. Talk to us any time you 
like, in your own way, and off the record - about whatever is getting 
to you.  It is free to call the Samaritans on 116 123 anytime 24/7.

Basingstoke Samaritans is always looking for new volunteers and 
we hold regular information evenings on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:30pm - 8:30pm. Why not check out our page 
on the Samaritans website - Samaritans | Samaritans (http://www.
samaritans.org/)

NORTH HAMPSHIRE 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
North Hampshire Photographic Society meet on most Fridays 
between September and the following May at the St Leonard’s 
Centre, Rectory Road, Oakley.  We are a small, friendly group of 
photography enthusiast ranging from complete beginners to semi-
professional. 

Our programme is extensive and includes an interesting mix of events. 
This coming season we have some interesting talks by respected 
photographers, practical evenings  and image processing tutorials.  We 
also hold competitions both internally and with other local clubs See 
our website for more information www.nhps.weebly.com 

Friday September 16th is our Opening Evening where you can find 
out more about us.  We also welcome non-members to any of our 
other meetings (a small charge may be made on the door).

If you would like any further information you can get in touch via our 
Contact Us page.



The Rabbiter - September 2016

14

HATCH WARREN W.I.
Hatch Warren W.I.opened their July meeting with a presentation 
of flowers to the outing going president and secretary. Jane our 
new president welcomed a new member to our W.I. Our speaker 
this month was Mike Brook with his amusing antidotes of being 
a amateur thespian, Mike entertained us with monologues from 
Alan Bennett ‘Talking Head’, and finished with a piece by Rowan 
Atkinson called the ‘Politician’ which Rowan performed at the 
Edinburgh Fringe.
This summer we have a summer picnic to attend as a social event 
in August, we will also be watching the film ‘Lady in the Van’ at a 
member’s house. This year members of the Hampshire W.I.s will 
be manning and baking cakes for a tea tent at the Car Fest at 
Overton, so we will all be getting our receipt books out to try out 
our favourite cake receipts for this event. Nine members will be 
attending a charity lunch held by Herried and Lasham W.I.
Our next meeting will be held on 1st September at Hatch 
Warren Community Centre at 8 p.m. where our speaker for the 
evening will be Caroline Tilley ‘RNLI Lifeboat Institution’ if you are 
interested in coming along please contact our President Jane on 
01256 810225 for more information. The nights will be drawing in 
and you may be interested in joining a lively group of ladies who 
will make you welcome. 

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE 
RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP

David Cowling, Vice Chairman, opened the meeting on 3rd August 
in the absence of John Lambeth, Chairman, by welcoming 52 
members.  Christine Broadbent, Welfare Officer, gave her report 
in which she welcomed back those who had been unwell and 
gave up-to-date news on the members she had been in contact 
with, including John, who was recovering well from a recent hip 
replacement operation. Tony Brazier, Secretary, gave details of 
the forthcoming trips to Braemore House on Thursday 15th 
September, a Mystery Tour on Friday 14th October and a visit to 
the Canine Partners Centre on Thursday 17th November.
The speaker was Alan Grace who gave a talk about women 
in the First World War.  He started by giving a background to 
the conflict, its spread internationally, and how the shelling of 
Hartlepool, Scarborough and Whitby in December 1914 involved 
the whole civilian population in the war and gave women the 
impetus to show that they could make their contribution while 
men were fighting on the front line. Despite opposition from 
the War Office organisations such as The Women’s Emergency 
Corps and the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry were founded and 
women worked in a whole range of occupations previously done 
by men. Women’s football became popular and women such as 
Flora Sandes who joined the Serbian Army and was the only 
British woman to become an officer, Gladys Storey (the Bovril 
lady), the Duchess of Sutherland who sent nurses to the front and 
the Duchess of Westminster who set up a military hospital in Le 
Touquet all contributed to the war effort.  Alan illustrated his talk 
by playing recordings of interviews made by the BBC with some 
of the women involved in these undertakings and he also had with 
him some WW1 mementos.
The next meeting is on 7th September when Tony King will be the 
speaker on Hollywood to Broadway by Train.  
The group meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon and all retired Civil 
Servants and their partners are welcome. Further details about 
meetings can be obtained from the Secretary Tony Brazier on 
01256 418770 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you would 
like to join us on any of our trips please contact Kate Lambeth on 
01256 328791
David Cowling

LIMELIGHTERS TANGO INTO  
THEIR NEXT SHOW, EVITA
BAOS Limelight is proud to present Andrew Lloyd Webber and 
Tim Rice’s musical and award winning masterpiece – EVITA.  
The show features the smash hits: ‘Don’t Cry For Me Argentina’ 
and ‘Another Suitcase In Another Hall’ and ‘On this Night of a 
thousand stars’.
Argentina’s controversial First Lady, Eva Peron, is the subject of 
this dynamic true story which is told through captivating musical 
compositions and dance with Latin and jazz influences. The musical 
starts from her humble beginnings through to the extraordinary 
wealth, power and status which ultimately led her to be heralded 
as the ‘spiritual leader of the nation’.
Among the group, all aged between 12 and 18, are Jess Phillips 
(who plays Eva Peron), George Price, Riannah Barry, Theo & 
Maisie Gaimster, Matthew Clarke, Emma Kennan, Ellie Rampton, 
Abbie Stephens, Aimee Fee and Brooke Holmes all from the 
Hatch Warren & Beggarwood area.
Director Richard Cox returns to Limelight and promises to 
make this our best production yet. Simon Eastwood retains the 
baton as Musical Director while seventeen year old Limelighters, 
Zoë Blackall and Hattie Brannam, will work together on the 
Choreography. 
Limelight’s production of EVITA will be on stage at Queen Mary’s 
Hall, Queen Mary’s College, Basingstoke from Thursday 27th to 
Saturday 29th October 2016.
The Limelighters will be hoping to repeat the success of their 
last two productions, “Grease” and ”Into the Woods” which 
were both runners up in the NODA (National Operatic and 
Dramatic Association) SE region Youth-West award and received 
an Accolade for Excellence. Tickets are priced at £14 for adults 
and £11 for concessions including college students, and are 
available from www.baos.ticketsource.co.uk Family tickets cost 
£45. For more information and group bookings please contact 
baoslimelight@yahoo.co.uk
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Visit our Showroom: 
86-88 Chapel Street, Thatcham, 
Berks RG18 4QN  -  Free Parking at rear

Before EST.
1999

®

• Trusted reputation

• Huge choice of doors, worktops
 appliances, sinks & taps

• Free planning & design service

• Door swaps to full kitchens – 
 tailored to your needs

A fresh approach to a new kitchen!

dreamdoors.co.uk

CALL LESLEY NOW FOR YOUR 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE ON 

01635 867336
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As the summer draws to an end and the kids are back 
at school, it won’t be long before Christmas beckons.

Although it’s only September and it may seem too 
early to even think about Christmas, from a family 
law perspective in relation of children of separated 
parents, it is very important to ensure contact and 
visiting arrangements are in place well in advanced of 
the festive period.

Christmas can be a hectic and challenging time for 
parents, even for those with a strong family relationship. 
As any parent will know, the demands of the season 
can put considerable pressure not only on your time 
and wallets, but your emotions too. It can be even 
more stressful when there is a difference of opinion 
as to who should have the children over the festivities.

No doubt mums and dads will always try their best to 
make sure their children have as enjoyable and fulfilling 
a time as possible, whilst ensuring that their own needs 
as parents and their wish to spend time with their 
children are satisfied. 

It can be very frustrating when one parent will not 
allow contact or access over the holiday and it can 
be a distressing and tense situation when a parent is 
not able to watch their children open their presents 
on Christmas Day. But it is possible to come to an 
agreement.

Ideally, it is best to start discussing the situation with 
your children’s other parent as early as possible, to give 

yourself plenty of time to come to an arrangement 
about times and days to see the children.

Think about how to divide your children’s time over 
the period. Is having the children over on Christmas 
Day every other year a good idea or would it be 
better for your children to have two Christmases, one 
with each parent?

With a little planning well before the holiday season 
starts, a lot of distress and arguments could be avoided.

This is where our experienced family lawyers are 
on hand to help you. Our team has a wide range 
of expertise and experience to offer you the best 
guidance. We will do what we can to help you reach a 
fair outcome as quickly as possible. 

We offer a range of services including Mediation, 
which is one of the most sensible and cost effective 
ways of resolving family problems. There is often a lot 
of distress and anger between you and your former 
partner and family mediation can allow matters to be 
resolved amicably because both of you are equally 
involved in the decision making. Our trained mediators 
offer a calm, impartial voice and help you both to limit 
the conflict so that you can discuss things sensibly and 
make the right decisions for you and your children.

For more information contact the Family Law 
Department here at Phillips by calling 01256 
460830, email hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk 
or visit www.phillips-law.co.uk.

TIME TO PLAN 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
VISITS

By Hayley Eachus, 
Solicitor and Family  
Law Specialist

bathrooms • wet rooms
cloak rooms • general plumbing • power fl ushing

water softener installation and repair

E:        MATTHEW@MJBBATHROOMS.CO.UK
T:         07446 933377
W: MJBBATHROOMS.CO.UK

Matthew Bonney
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Basingstoke Male Voice Choir
with guests

‘3 Tenors (and a Bass)’ 
- a trombone quartet

Autumn Concert 
on 

Oct 1st, 2016 
7:30 PM 

at 
United Reformed Church 

London Street
Basingstoke 

Tickets : £5     
 

available from  
Dawsons Music

Basingstoke 
Tel : 01256 768608

or 
basingstokemvc.org.uk/contact-us
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CANDOVER VALLEY 
PRESCHOOL
01256-389008

September is the start of the school year 
and we send our best wishes and good luck 
to all children starting their new schools or 
new classes.

We return to CVP feeling refreshed from 
the summer holidays and we are ready for 
the months ahead. Initially, we have a “settling 
in” period so that returnees can become 
familiar with CVP again and the new starter 
children can adjust to a new place and new 

people. We also consider how parents feel 
leaving their young child with us and we 
reassure them and keep them informed as 
much as possible. A strong partnership with 
parents helps us to care really well for the 
children.

All the fun and happy days of summer give 
children things to talk about so our first 
focus will be “What we did in the holidays.”  
We will talk about family and friends they 
shared days with and the places they went 
to. These summer experiences widen a 
young child’s knowledge and give them a 
basis for their role play and imagination.  It 
also helps them to sequence events and of 
course it supports their talking, listening and 
understanding. 

We are looking forward to the new school 
year and welcoming our new starter 
children and their families.  

Melanie Gill

JOLLY BABIES AT 
HATCH WARREN 
COMMUNITY CENTRE
New weekly music classes for you and 
your baby to enjoy together are starting 
at the Hatch Warren Community Centre 
on Friday 9th September. Jolly Babies is a 
small and friendly music class suitable for 
babies from birth to fourteen months, kept 
deliberately to low numbers to allow lots of 
individual attention.

Each fun session is structured with a 
combination of action songs, percussion, 
bouncing, dancing, lullabies and listening. 
The weekly classes not only encourage 
early social skills, bonding between baby and 
parent and early speech development, but 
they are also a perfect way of meeting other 
parents.

Cathy Rowe is bringing these classes to 
Hatch Warren following her success in Old 
Basing, Chineham, Bramley and Oakley. She 
is an experienced Early Years educator and 
music enthusiast who recently was awarded 
a BA (Hons) degree from the University of 
Greenwich, specialising in early childhood 
studies. With her mother being a music 
teacher it is no small wonder that Cathy 
maintains her family interest in all things 
musical combining it with her extensive 
Early Years’ experience to enhance her 
music classes.

“Music has always been a major part of my 
life, singing and playing guitar and I love to 
share my passion with children. I have seen 
at first hand both the development benefits 

and the enjoyment that music can bring to 
the lives of children.”

“I use traditional favourites as well as 
wonderful original music and the sessions 
have a very personal feel about them. 
They are a lovely way of bonding, sharing 
focused time together and the perfect way 
to introduce your developing baby to the 
joys of music.”

There will be two classes; 10.30 am and 
11.15 am each Friday during term time. 
Parents book and pay in advance for each 
half term to guarantee a place as spaces are 
limited to a maximum of ten per class. The 
autumn half term of six weeks costs £28.50 
(£4.75 each class) with pro rata reductions 
if people join part way through. Parents are 
encouraged to try a class for free before 
booking, always provided that space is 
available.

You can contact Cathy to check availability 
either by email cathy.musicwithmummy@
gmail.com or phone her on 07766 931170 
for more information.

DOWN GRANGE  
UNDER 8s
Down Grange Under 8s football club are 
looking for some more players to join the 
team. Ideally 7 year old girls or boys.

We play in the Peter Houseman League, 
between U7s and U11s which is non-
competitive, the focus on playing and 
enjoying whilst learning.

We train locally Wednesdays 6-7pm and 
matches are on Sunday am.

If you have any inquires please contact me 
on worthmike@yahoo.co.uk
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HATCH WARREN 
RUNNERS – PREPARING 
FOR OUR OWN EVENT
As the date for our inaugural event gets 
ever closer Hatch Warren Runners are 
busy preparing for this significant event 
in our calendar.  Many races in the local 
area are hosted by running clubs and it 
has long been an ambition of ours to host 
our own.  Our first challenge was finding 
a venue that was willing to take us and 
thanks to the immense generosity of Lord 
Portsmouth we are able to hold our first 
event on our own doorstep. 

The run is a 10K trail run for 250 runners.  
It will start near Farleigh Wallop Club and 
run on trails down to Cliddesden School.  
A quick skip down the road then back into 
the fields for a steep climb, then drop to 
the old Alton Railway Line. Onwards to 
Ellisfield Church, over the fields to The Fox 
at Ellisfield before returning to Farleigh 
Wallop via Bedlum Bottom. Virtually this 
entire run is over Lord Portsmouth’s 
private land and he has also lent us a barn 
for the race headquarters and fields to 
park in.  The local community have also 
been supportive in our planning. And we 
have Baron’s Estate Agents and Fitique 
of Alresford (ladies sportswear) as our 
sponsors.  All proceeds from the event 
will go to charity supporting our ethos to 
give something back to the communities in 
which we live.

You may have read in 
previous issues about 
the support the club 
give for blind runners 
with some of our 
members being trained 
as guide runners for 
the blind.  Tony Nicholls 
runs regularly with us 
at ParkRun and our guides have been 
helping Tony to train for the Great South 
Run.  Last weekend we surprised Tony 
by making him an honorary member of 
Hatch Warren Runners.  He was absolutely 
delighted to be presented with a running 
top and hoodie and couldn’t wait to put 
them on.

HWR meet on Mondays and Wednesdays 
at 7:15pm with runs going from the 
Portsmouth Arms and the Co-Op in 
Beggarwood.  Members meet, warm up 
and then break into groups depending on 
what distance and pace they plan to run.

HATCH WARREN 
& BEGGARWOOD 
CYCLING CLUB 
July really was been a significant 
month in the life of Hatch Warren 
& Beggarwood Cycling Club. 

We  built on the success of our 
weekend rides and the Tuesday evening 
summer rides, which were introduced in 
the spring, and are now attracting more 
than 25 riders every Tuesday. Due to the 
size of the Tuesday group, it was split into 2 
or 3 smaller groups, which made the rides 
more manageable for the Ride Leaders 
and these groups were able to ride at 
slightly different speeds to each other.  

Early in July, the club attended the Hatch 
Warren Summer Festival, which was 
a success, and many members of the 
community expressed an interest or took 
away leaflets. 

We ran our first roadside mechanical 
workshop with the assistance from 
Richard at RAWCycles, which covered 
some of the basic repairs our members 
are likely to need to make at the roadside. 
The session was well attended and we 
plan to run further sessions in the future, 
which are free to our club members.

Over fifteen members of the club also 
completed their First Aid over the course 
of July and August. The two evening 
courses which were offered covered all 
the key injuries that cyclists are likely to 
encounter on the roadside. Each attendee 
has now received their certificates.

On Sunday the 24th July, the members 
of the club, also participated in the Big 
Wheel 24, to raise funds for St Michael’s 
Hospice and we had a good turn out 
with riders taking part in the 21, 39 or 65 
miles routes. We had an enjoyable day and 
provided cake, snacks and drinks from our 
gazebo to members (and non-members) 
as they returned from their rides. We plan 

to be back again next 
year. It’s not too late 
to sponsor us - http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/hwbcc

The last day of July was 
another major milestone 
in the short life of 

the club, when some of our members 
participated in the 4th edition of the 
Ride London event. Ride London is one 
of the 2012 Olympic legacy events and is 
significantly oversubscribed each year, so 
we were extremely proud to be involved 
in the day. It’s hard to believe, but when 
the last Ride London event was staged in 
2015, the club didn’t even exist, yet we had 
4 members ride in the “Club Challenge” 
and a further 6 members riding for their 
own charities and good causes. 

July finished on another positive, when 
Alan Wiltshire joined, to become our 
100th member. We’re really excited by 
this milestone, and we never in our wildest 
dreams expected this to happen in the 
first year of the club. Welcome Alan and 
a bottle of champagne will be presented 
to you shortly.

A ‘Summer Social’ was held in August 
on the playing fields of St Mark’s School 
with over 30 gathering for a picnic and 
games in the brilliant sunshine. Our social 
calendar is as important as our riding and 
it’s great that members get to know each 
other and are seen when not in lycra! 
There will be more social activities as we 
head into autumn and winter, with a small 
celebration as we hit our first birthday. 
Keep an eye on our Facebook page or 
website for more details. 

If you would like to find out more about 
joining HWBCC, please visit our Facebook 
Page https://www.facebook.com/HWBcc/ 
or our website www.hwbcc.org

We look forward to seeing you on one of 
our rides soon.

We need a few more helpers to distribute the Rabbiter. This takes about half an hour 
a month. Sadly we can’t offer any financial reward save the satisfaction of helping our 
community. The following are the rounds which now need deliverers:

1. Breadels Field & Breadels Court
2. Monarch Close
3. Blunt Road and Terry Close
4. Oyster Close, Paxton Close,  

Harris Hill, Wights Walk, Sandbanks Drive 
and Vanburgh Gardens

RABBITER 
DISTRIBUTORS 

NEEDED
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NEWS FROM FARLEIGH CLUB
The year is marching on, September already.  I won’t mention the 
“C” word, although panto tickets are on sale at the Anvil.
Ellisfield Ladies Choir held a celebratory get together in the club 
in June after their appearance at the Anvil in the Festival of Choirs 
performance.
Bingo proved a huge success in July, a house full playing games and 
enjoying the refreshments in the break.
We held another quiz in August which was very busy, also quite 
noisy with 7 teams joining in.  Again the refreshments laid on by 
the entertainments committee were very well received.
We are hoping to have another Bingo evening soon, so check our 
website or FB page for more details.
Don’t forget the Hatch Warren Runners have their 10k run this 
month (25th September) and the Basingstoke half marathon will 
be on 2nd October.  Both of which will be passing our open 
doors, so come and cheer the runners on.
The bookcase is full of new books, so choose a good read to 
enjoy now the evenings are closing in for a fraction of the cost of 
buying in a bookshop.
If you’ve not ventured through our doors before pop in and see 
us, you can be assured of a warm welcome and can enjoy our 
facilities for up to 4 times without becoming a member.  If you 
like what you see membership is £10 a year for singles and £15 
for a family.  
We open at 7pm Monday to Saturday and from 2pm on Sunday 
till 6pm unless there is cricket when we stay open a little later.
Look us up at www.farleighwallopclub.co.uk or on Facebook

LODDON VALE INDOOR  
BOWLING CLUB
We will be holding our

OPEN DAYS
Saturday and Sunday

10th and 11th September  2016 

Doors open 10:00 am to 4:00pm

This is an opportunity to enjoy some light healthy indoor exercise 
and meet new friends. We have comfortable air conditioned 
premises with restaurant and bar.

We are offering family Membership  (to include under 16 year 
olds free for the first year)

Basingstoke Leisure Park, Churchill Way West, 

Basingstoke, RG22 6PG

Tel: 01256 356507   

E-mail:  info@loddonvaleibc.co.uk

LEARN TO PLAY BRIDGE
If you’ve always thought you would like to learn to play bridge, but 
have just never got round to it; if you would like to try something 
new and challenging which opens up a wide new social circle for 
you and introduces you to a game that can be enjoyed at so many 
different levels; if you played a little years ago, but have forgotten 
most of what you ever learned; if you’ve never even played cards 
before, but would like to see what it is all about: why not come 
along to Basingstoke Bridge Club on Tuesday 27th September 
at 7.15 pm? We have been running classes for beginners for 7 
years now, and every year some class members go on to become 
members of the club and most become as addicted to the game 
as the rest of us. 

Club address is Maydene, Sherborne Road, Basingstoke RG21 5TG. 

For more information see our web site:  www.basingstokebridgeclub.
co.uk or telephone Helen on 01264 333175.

SEPTEMBER EVENTS AT THE 
BASINGSTOKE DISCOVERY 
CENTRE
To book a place, you can order online from https://www.
hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, or visit Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 
booking is strongly recommended.

To find out more about Basingstoke Discovery Centre and 
Hampshire Libraries visit www.hants.gov.uk/bsdc

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/library/bsdc.htm
https://twitter.com/BasingstokeDC
https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeDC

Please visit www.rabbiter.biz for the full list
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Hatch Warren Community Centre
Long Cross Lane, Hatch Warren

Basingstoke, RG22 4XF
Tel: 01256 811262  Web: www.hatchwarren.org 

Email: o�ce@hatchwarren.org Follow us on Twitter @hatchwarren

Registered Charity Number 1161117
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Please Text HWCA22 £1 
(maximum £10) to 70070 
to donate via Just Giving 

to Warren Youth Club 
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S



The Rabbiter - September 2016

25

SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING
As the summer comes to an end, people up and down the 
country are preparing to start something new. Schools and 
academic institutions will welcome a new intake as well as those 
returning to begin a new year. And we will no doubt reflect on 
the summer that has just been, the weather we’ve had (as always 
the subject of conversation) and perhaps we’ll also remember 
the success of the British Olympic team. 

I’m reminded of the letter to the Hebrews from Saint Paul when 
reflecting on the Olympics and in particular :  “Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let 
us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,  looking 
to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith....”

Those very powerful lines of ‘run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us’. How do we deal with what is in front of 
us? It is easy to always look at the past – whether it is the past 
of recent days or months or years and not turn to or focus on 
what lies ahead of us. It was two years ago that I was licensed 
as Vicar of Hatch Warren and Beggarwood and given the 
‘cure of souls’ by the Bishop of Winchester. ‘Cure of Souls’ is a 
strange term and somewhat old fashioned, but it means that my 
responsibility from a Church of England perspective is to look 
after the pastoral needs of the community of Hatch Warren and 
Beggarwood. It is a huge privilege to be part of the community 
here and to be involved, albeit in a small way, in peoples’ lives, to 
be part of their own ‘race’. 

As a good proportion of our community prepares to start 
something new, perhaps now is the time for us all to think about 
how we intend to run the race that St Paul talks of. Perseverance 
is required in our lives as we equip ourselves for day to day 
living. For those with a faith, we know that God accompanies us 

on our race and that he will be with us through the wonderful 
times as well as the challenging times. But we all need earthly 
support and help! Those starting new things will also begin 
new friendships. In the two years I’ve been here I’ve met new 
people and formed new friendships. As a church community we 
welcome new people and provide each other with friendship 
and support that is essential today. We also do this through our 
Golden Years group for retired people, Little Angels for parents 
and toddlers and various other activities that are not just for the 
church community but for all. 

As I marvelled at the successes of the Team GB cyclists 
during the Olympics, I also reflect on the success of our 
own community cycling club. A club for the community that 
in September celebrates its first birthday. Hatch Warren and 
Beggarwood Cycling Club has grown to consist of over 100 
paid up members, with a couple of club rides a week and a 
good social calendar. An immense success in the short space of 
a year, but one that is to be celebrated as providing something 
else within our community. I’m proud to be one of the founder 
members and I’ve met some great people out on the rides. A 
big thank you to Chris Healey who suggested the club in the 
first place to encourage people from the community to ‘come 
ride with us’. 

I wish you every blessing as we finish summer and run the race 
that is set before us. My prayers, in particular, for those starting 
in new schools, colleges and universities.

Fr. Michael

www.immanuelhwb.co.uk   @immanuelhwb 
www.facebook.com/immanuelhwb

THE SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

Ends September 17th 2016 at all Basingstoke Libraries.
We have had a record number of children sign up for this year’s 
Summer Reading Challenge 2016 -The Big Friendly Read across 
the town celebrating 100 years of the world’s favourite storyteller, 
Roald Dahl. It is not too late for your children join in those 
celebrations if they are at primary school now or starting this 
September.

To get them started – and it’s totally free – all your child has to do 
is sign up at the library. There, they will be given a collector folder 
to keep a record of their Summer Reading Challenge journey.

On the Summer Reading Challenge, we ask each child to read at 
least six library books. They can be any books they like – novels, 
facts books, joke books, e-books and audio books, they all count.

The libraries will have staff and volunteers on hand to help your 
children choose books they will really enjoy. For each book they 
read they will be given a special Roald Dahl collectors card.

If you have already signed up don’t forget to finish off those last 
books so you can collect your medal and certificate and a chance 
to enter a competition to design a new children’s library card – 
great prizes of a Raspberry Pi, 3D Doodler, and a Kindle Fire Kids 
are available for the winners.

We would love to have a record number of finishers too, especially 
here at South Ham Library!
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RABBITER CONTACTS:
Editor: 01256 364378 rabbitereditor@aol.com

Advertising Manager:
Ian Crossley: 01256 880770
advertising@therabbiter.biz

Distribution Manager: 
01256-364378
rabbitereditor@aol.com

Copy deadline to the 
Editor and Advertising 
Manager is the 15th 
of the month.

This publication is freely distributed
to Kempshott Rise, Hatch Warren,
Beggarwood Lane and Kempshott

Park. Circulation 4000.

• Health:
Doctors’ Surgeries
Camrose Medical Partnership
Western Way - Tel: 324666 /
3776270
Mon-Fri 0800-1830 
(answermessage when closed) 
Broadmere Road Surgery - 
Tel: 396500
Mon-Fri 0830-1800 (answermessage
when closed)
Chemist
Boots Pharmacy Broadmere
Road - Tel: 398927 Mon-Fri 
0900-1800 Sat/Sun closed

Health Visitors
Tel: 376483 
Child Health Clinic
The Community Centre - every
Wednesday 10.30 - noon. 
All Welcome. 
Dentist
Broadmere Road  - Tel: 391391
• Library: 
465102 - HCC mobile library
every Tuesday evening St. Mark’s
CE primary school from 4.40pm
to 6.40pm.
• Post Office
Co-op Broadmere Road: 
Sun-Sat 0700-2200
Kempshott Post Office and Stores
01256 465517 Mon-Fri 0800-17.30
Sat 0900-1500

• Basingstoke Neighbourcare 

Need the help of a good
neighbour? 01256 423855

Local Police Contacts:

PC Richard Harrison
Email: 501@hantspol.gov.uk

PCSO Thomas Harries
Email: 15661@hantspol.gov.uk

Police Community Support
Officers Hatch Warren &
Beggarwood

Hampshire Constabulary 101

Crimestoppers 0800 555111

• Churches:
Immanuel Church 10.00am every
Sunday at the Church Centre,
Rev Michael Smith 07799 730362
St. Mark’s School:  472632

South Basingstoke Community
Church 10.30 every Sunday at
Richard Aldworth School and
mid-week in homes

Contact Peter & Celia Saunders,
33 Beechwood Close: 357213

• Buses:

See page 32

• Doorstep milk delivery:
www.milkandmore.co.uk 
01256 321329

• Newspaper Delivery:
Kempshott Post Office and
Stores 01256 465517
• Representatives:

• Councillors:

County Council:

Rita Burgess, 35 Malvern Close
RG22 5BH 478167
Email: rita.burgess@hants.gov.uk

Borough Council:
Rebecca Bean, 12 Arcadia
Close, RG22 4AJ 07506 570926 
email: cllr.Rebecca.Bean@basingstoke.gov.uk

Terri Reid, 34 Centurion Way
RG22 4TJ 320860 
email: cllr.Terri.Reid@basingstoke.gov.uk

Dan Putty, 1 Gloucester Drive,
RG22 4PH 356650 
email:cllr.dan.putty@basingstoke.gov.uk

• Member of Parliament

Hatch Warren:
Maria Miller
email:  millerm@parliament.uk
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PIANO AND FLUTE TUITION. Beginners welcome 
from 6yrs. Local, experienced ‘ISM approved’ teacher. 01256 
333241 / 07774 631802 / janecleaver33@hotmail.com 
www.1to1musictutors.co.uk

GUITAR LESSONS Fully CRB/DBS checked, RGT 
registered tutor. All ages and abilities welcome. For more 
information visit www.crockettguitartuition.co.uk or 
email crockettguitartuition@gmail.com..

YOGA CLASSES: New beginners yoga class starting 
at East Stratton village hall in September.10 minutes from 
Beggarwood and Hatch Warren - Thursdays 7pm. Drop in 
£7 , discount available for blocks of 5 and 10 lessons. Contact 
marzia@cherryyoga.co.uk or 07879 339305.

GUITAR LESSONS Guitar Lessons Made Easy. Learn to 
play Guitar to Entertain Friends or Serious Study. Free Guitar 
loan available. For Details Contact Ray at The Music Farm 
‘phone 01256 471807

TRADITIONAL PLASTERER All aspects of plastering. 
Small works welcome. Call 07958 670774 - 01256 364991 
(Dave)

CLASSIFIED ADS

We are proud to o�er all of the following 
services for businesses and individuals:

For more information please contact us at:

Manor House, 8 Winchester Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 8UG

Tel. 01256 320 555        
www.clarkeandson.co.uk

CORPORATE & COMMERCIAL  •   COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE  •   DISPUTE RESOLUTION

FAMILY LAW  •   EMPLOYMENT LAW  •   RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY  •   WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING

Route 8 – Kempshott Park, Buckskin, 
Rail Station, Town Centre 
Buses will leave Sainsbury’s at the 
following times:
Monday to Friday: 0531, 0601, 0621, 
0641, 0654, 0708, 0723, 0738, 0753, 
0808, 0823, 0838, 0854, 0909 – then 
every 15 mins at: 24, 39, 54, 09 mins 
past the hour until, 1609, 1627, 1642, 
1657, 1712, 1729, 1744, 1759, 1810, 
1825, 1840, 1858, 1923, 1952, 2022, 
2122, 2222, 2322
Saturdays: 0649, 0719, 0749, 0819, 0849, 
0909 – then every 15 mins at: 24, 39, 54, 
09 mins past the hour until, 1739, 1759, 
1819, 1839, 1858, 1923, 1952, 2022, 
2122, 2222, 2322

Sundays: 0909, then every hour at 09 
until 1809, 1908, 2007, 2107

Buses will return from the Basingstoke 
Bus Station at the following times:
Monday to Friday: 0555, 0628, 0641, 
0656, 0709, 0724, 0739, 0754, 0809, 
0825, 0840, 0855 – then every 15 mins 
at:  10, 25, 40, 55 mins past the hour 
until, 1810, 1830, 1855, 1925, 1955, 
2055, 2155, 2255
Saturdays: 0650, 0720, 0750, 0820, 0840, 
0855 – then every 15 mins at:  25, 40, 
55, 10 mins past the hour until, 1710, 
1730, 1750, 1810, 1830, 1855, 1925, 
1955, 2055, 2155, 2255
Sundays: 0840, then every hour at 40 
until 2040

Route 12 – Hatch Warren, Kempshott 
Park, Brighton Hill, Black Dam,  
Town Centre
Buses will leave Sainsbury’s at the 
following times: (No Sunday service)
Monday to Friday: 0705, 0745, 0935, 
1035, 1135, 1235, 1335, 1435, 1535, 
1635, 1735, 1835
Saturdays: 0810, 0935, 1035, 1135, 1235, 
1335, 1435, 1535, 1635, 1735, 1835
Buses will return from Basingstoke Bus 
Station at the following times:
Monday to Friday: 0715,0817, then on 
the hour until 1900
Saturday: 0740, 0900 then on the hour 
until 1900

BUS TIMETABLE
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GARDEN POND PUMP, includes all fittings and different fountain 
heads.  Designed to work 24/7, all year round. Low energy and minimum 
cleaning.  Bargain at only £45.  Tel: 01256-355635

POND ULTRA VIOLET STERILISER SYSTEM, complete with 
all fittings, including cable and plug. £30 complete. Tel: 01256-355635

“GAP” GIRL’S GILLET, 10-14 years. Excellent condition, clean, as 
new.  Hardly worn.  Bargain only £7.  Tel: 01256-355635

DINNER SUIT, black 36” jacket, 32” trousers. Excellent clean 
condition. Only worn twice. Bargain, as new. Only £25. Tel: 01256-
355635

HOTTER SHOES - MEN’S SANDALS:  Size 7, brown leather.  
Bought as a gift, but wrong size.  Never worn, still wrapped in tissue in 
the box.  Leather lining and removable insole which is padded for extra 
comfort.  Easily adjustable fastening strap.  Cost £69 - will accept £30.  
Absolute bargain.  Tel: 01256-355635.

• full wraps
• half wraps
• lettering

& logos

Free ads     sponsored by greenhouse graphics – getting you noticed.

01256 880770 | greenhousegraphics.co.uk

Don’t paint it, wrap it – brand your van or car quickly and cost effectively
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KEMPSHOTT 
CONSERVATION GROUP
The Cinnabar Moth.  The familiar yellow 
Ragwort (Jacobaea vulgaris) flowers from 
mid July into September and is the food 
plant of the Cinnabar Moth (Tyria jacobaea), 
one of the few insects that can cope with 
the alkaloid toxins stored in the plant. 

The adult moth will lay her eggs on the plant 
in early Spring. Once the caterpillars hatch 
they start munching their way through 
the Ragwort plant, ingesting the toxins, to 
which they are immune. This build-up of 
toxin is passed on to the over wintering 
pupae ready to be propagated to the next 
generation of adult moths. Consequently 
the adult Cinnabar Moth is claimed to be 
the most poisonous moth species in Britain.

The adult is a striking red and black moth 
that is often seen flying in the daytime, 
because no self respecting bird would 
dare try eating it. The caterpillars also wear 
their yellow and black striped jackets with 
impunity, as a warning to other predator 
birds or insects.

The early part 2016 was a difficult year 
for insects. Normally, we would expect to 
see the caterpillars in July and even by the 
end of the month they had not put in an 
appearance. However, despite the County 
Council trimming the sides of the path, the 
caterpillars started to be seen on 1st August.

With few predators, one would think that 
this would lead to huge larval populations. 
They are, however, their own worst enemy. 
They are so voracious that they tend to 
eat themselves out of a sustainable food 
supply. It is not uncommon to see patches 
of ragwort stripped bare with caterpillars 
wandering around aimlessly looking for 
alternative sources. A large caterpillar 
population one year can, therefore, lead to 
many not surviving to pupation due to a 
lack of sufficient food supply. To crown it all, 
if there is no ragwort available, they are not 
above eating each other.

While the plant foliage is toxic, the nectar 
isn’t and the plant provides a magnet for 
butterflies, bumble bees and hoverflies.

For more information about our activities 
on Down Grange Meadow, please call 
Marion Wolstencroft on (01256) 470171.  
Alternatively, send an email to kempshott-
conserve@tiscali.co.uk  or visit us at  
www.kempshottconservationgroup.org.uk

BASINGSTOKE 
AND DISTRICT 
DISABILITY 
FORUM

Here at Basingstoke and District Disability 
Forum we want to reach out to everyone 
affected by disability and let you know that 
we are here to offer signposting services, 
disability awareness days, forum events 
and casual get-togethers.

Our charity is a registered charity run by 
nine voluntary Trustees with a wide range 
of skills and abilities, plus one paid part-
time member of staff. We work hard to 
organise events which we hope will help 
the people in our community who are 
affected by disability either as a disabled 
person or as a carer or family member.

Future Events:
Big Disability Awareness Day outside 
Primark/Wilkinson in the town centre, 
Wednesday 14th September.

Disability signpost service on the first 
Tuesday of the month from 10-12 in the 
Basingstoke Discovery Centre.

Basingstoke Disability Connections get-
togethers 12:30-2:30pm in the Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre.

We hope to see you at our events!

Amanda Knowles (Facilitator)

LADY
DecoratOR
CALL JULES
Local lady decorator
30 years experience
Call for a FREE no obligation quote

07517 641650
julesdecorating@hotmail.co.uk

W

LTD

01256 763 162
www.cedardale.co.uk

The Complete 
Tree Service

LTD

 Tree removal, thinning & lifting 
 Scrub clearance & hedge trimming
 Residential & commercial work 
 Stumps removed

Over 25 years experience - fully trained, insured & certified
We guarantee we can help. For professional, friendly advice, call:

Goslings Garden
& Fencing Services Ltd
With over 20 years experience in 

all gardening areas.

T: 01256 332680 / 07973 523246

Email: gozlisa@aol.com

Garden Maintenance (one-off / regular) • Mowing • 
Strimming • Hedge-cutting • Stump grinding • Fencing • 

Pruning • Patio’s • Turfing ... and more
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01256 363123 
enquiries@twoguys.co.uk
twoguys.co.uk

ARMSTRONG ROAD, DANESHILL EAST, BASINGSTOKE HAMPSHIRE RG24 8NU

TWO GUYS 
KITCHENS   BATHROOMS  APPL IANCES
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