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EDITORIAL
It is the start of summer and the sun has come out! Now we want rain to help 
make the gardens grow and produce lovely crops such as the tomatoes on the 
front cover of this month’s Rabbiter. Big congratulations to Daniel who grew 
tomato plants and sold them for charity (see page 8). We look forward to seeing 
pictures of the tomatoes and hope they are as stunning as those on our cover!

As many of you will have heard, planning has been granted for a pub, care home 
and dentist on the Island Site by the traffic lights on Beggarwood. It is always 
difficult when open space is used for building and a similar proposal for a pub 
on this site was made a few years ago. With our aging population, facilities for 
the elderly are increasingly needed but are often far too expensive for many 
people so we need to campaign that the proposed care home is affordable and 
priority is given to local residents. A local dentist is vital to our community as it is 
important to look after your teeth.  However all of these proposals together with 
development on land the other side of the main road will mean even more traffic 
travelling on the Winchester Road. 

Sunday 12 August is a date that is firmly written in my diary as it will be when we 
say goodbye to Father Michael (see pages 10/21). He has been a great asset to 
our community and will be a very hard act to follow. He has worked tirelessly to 
build our community, started the Cycling Club, Film Club and has become a great 
barista at the Café in the Park. His new parish in Bournemouth are very lucky to 
have him joining them.

The Summer Festival organised by the Community Association is on Saturday 
14 July. This is a great and very popular event. Go along and enjoy food, activities, 
music and much more – you are guaranteed to have a good time.

Is it really possible that the Hatch Warren WI have just celebrated their 25th 
bir thday (see page 12). I remember that first meeting when we sat in a crowded 
meeting room at the community centre and made friends that have lasted to this 
day. Our WI meets every month and has some wonderful speakers and activities 
– it is much more than ‘jam and Jerusalem’!

The Café in the Park is going from strength to strength. There is the community 
lunch on the first Wednesday of each month, bacon sandwiches on Saturday and 
Sunday mornings, lots of activities for children and now card making and a cuppa 
(see What’s on page).

If you are having a clear out over the summer, please remember that you can 
advertise items in our Free Ads and reach over 4,000 homes. Just send an email 
to newsdesk@therabbiter.biz to have your items included in our free ads listing.

The Rabbiter takes a break in August so our next edition will be coming through 
your letterbox at the beginning of September. Copy date for September issue is 
15 August

Have a great summer everyone! 

The Editor

• Heating installations

• Boiler changes/upgrades

• Servicing

• LPG Gas installation/service

• Breakdowns

• Landlord Safety Checks

• Power flushing

• Water softeners

Call Jamie Davenport 24hr - 7 Days a Week

Tel No: 01256 398611   Mobile No: 07876 687422 212273

An established, family run local business with 20 years’ experience
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning
Reliably serving the Hatchwarren / Beggarwood community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk

SOUTHERN
WINDOW
INSTALLATIONS

Where reputation matters

Covering  
Beggarwood  

and 
surrounding  

areas
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HATCH WARREN SCOUT GROUP
Busy busy busy Beavers this month! We 
had an outing to Tidal Bay crazy-golf, 

which the Beavers absolutely loved. Unfortunately it rained on 
the evening Chinook colony were meant to be going, but they 
thoroughly enjoyed bowling as an alternative. 

We spent an evening in the hall pitching tents to ensure everyone 
can get their Outdoor Challenge badge.  Great fun was had by all! 

We spent an evening reviewing our progress towards our book 
reader badges – the Beavers have read six books each – and 
played some book related games.

There has been lots of badge work this month. 
The Cubs have been looking after their parsley 

and onion plants at home as part of work towards their Gardener 
badges, and we’ve also completed some work towards our 
Navigator badges.

We’ve held a volleyball evening in the hall as well as playing 
hockey at Down Grange. Both evenings were a lot of fun as well 
as introducing many of the Cubs to sports that they had not 
played before.

As I write this, some of the older Cubs are at District Camp.  More 
on what they got up to in the next edition.

Along with a couple of meetings at the 
hall, we have spent much of our time 

out and about over the last month.  

Our night at Middle Copse included a challenge for the Scouts to 
build a fire up as fast as they could, the challenge being to get it 
big enough to burst a balloon of water hanging over the fire. Of 
course, there were hot dogs and s’mores to enjoy around the fire 
before the end of the night.

With half the troop at the hall taking on a series of personal and 
group challenges, the other half headed to the Basingstoke Canal 
for the first of our Canoeing weeks. After some time getting used 
to paddling we headed up along the canal to explore. On our way 
back we used the winding hole to play a few games on the water.  
Only one Scout ended up in the water without meaning to and a 
couple of others had a controlled capsize at the end. We’ll swap in 
a few weeks and the other half of the troop will get their chance 
to go canoeing.

SPECIAL SOLUTION TO LONELINESS 
WITH MAN’S BEST FRIEND 
‘Barking Mad hosts have a furry companion to stay for a 
weekend break or longer’.

Have you always wanted a dog but worried you couldn’t look after 
it full time? A company in Basingstoke is giving people the chance to 
dog-sit whilst their owners are on holiday.

Barking Mad Basingstoke offers dog-loving people the chance to 
take in a pooch on a temporary holiday, allowing you 
to enjoy the social aspects of going out walking and 
the company of a wagging tail at home. 

Contact Samantha on 01256 830705, email sam.
walker@barkingmad.uk.com or visit the website 
www.barkingmad.uk.com

THE SUN INN 
I thought that we should again stay local for our next outing so 
chose the Sun Inn on the A30 at Dummer. Describing itself as an 
award winning gastropub and bar the idea of having Sunday lunch 
had an appeal so I booked a table for two. 

The car park was full; always a good sign. We were ushered into the 
restaurant room to the right of the entrance where our table was 
ready. A wooden floor was topped with modern square wooden 
tables capable of having no more than twenty or so covers and was 
set off with vertically striped wallpaper which created a café type of 
environment. On enquiring it appears that several rooms to the left 
of the entrance had customers also partaking off the menu selection. 
So there is nothing special about the restaurant offerings then.

I had a pint of Stella lager and madam ordered a large G&T which 
arrived with one rapidly melting piece of ice so it was sent back 
for more and a slice of lemon, if you please. Being Sunday it had to 
be roast beef and Yorkshire pudding and many of the other diners 
seemed to have the same in mind. Nicely presented on a square plate 
it appeared to be a substantial amount of meat but disappointingly 
it was covering a mound of red cabbage amply dosed in dark tasty 
gravy, or jus as the menu described. 

Unfortunately the beef was thinly sliced and was rare. I prefer it 
medium to well but we were not offered a choice. The Yorkshire 
pudding stood in a corner, all dry, so it was necessary to cut a 
piece and push it through some of the jus. The roast potatoes 
were fine but the mashed swede and sliced green beans needed 
seasoning. Salt and pepper had to be summoned as well as some 
horse radish sauce.

The sweet menu had insufficient variety and we enquired if the 
cheese selection was sufficient for sharing but apparently not. I had 
the carrot cake and madam the cheese board which was beautifully 
presented on a round wooden platter covered with a glass dome. 
Definitely A for presentation. However there was enough for two 
people to share although the four thinly sliced miniature pieces of 
bread were insufficient for the amount of cheese. Some butter 
would have helped too. I ate the Chedder, Madam the blue and two 
pieces came home with us.

The carrot cake was a misnomer in my book. It was a shallow 
rectangular piece of orange coloured sponge with a few pieces of 
nuts on the top with a small scoop of vanilla sorbet. No creamy 
cheese topping in sight.

Not including a tip for the waiting staff, this lunch cost £56.10 which I 
felt was a tad expensive in view of the problems we had experienced. 
Perhaps on another occasion, selecting something from the menu 
that needed to be freshly cooked may prove to be a better idea.

A30 Wichester Road, Dummer RG25 2DJ     01256 397234
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WHAT’S ON – JULY
Do you have an event locally that you would like to tell 
people about. The Rabbiter reaches over 4000 homes locally 
so is the perfect way to publicise your event. Just email  
details to editor@therabbiter.biz   
Copy date is the 15th of the month preceding publication. 

July Events

1 July Baptism Service at St Mark’s
4 July Coach Trip to Strictly Ballroom organised   
 by Hatch Warren Community Centre
4 July Lunch at the Café in the Park 12.30-2pm   
 - Soup or a Ploughmans
5 July Film Night at Immanuel – ‘Finding your feet’
5 July Hatch Warren WI – A life under German   
 Rule in Guernsey
6 July Quiz Night at Beggarwood Community Centre
7 July The Big Litterpick – 10am at    
 Beggarwood Community Centre
14 July Summer Festival, Hatch Warren    
 Community Centre
14 July Dummer Village 5k Trail Run – see page 6
19 July Card & Cuppa at Café in the Park – 1pm-3pm
26 July Make a beautiful card & have a regular drink £5  
 – contact 07884 303557

Future Events

12 August Father Michael’s last service here and bbq   
 – see page 21
1-15 September  Basingstoke Camera Club Annual Exhibition  
 – see page 10
6 September An introduction to silk painting workshop
8 September Beer Festival, Hatch Warren Community Centre
13 September Coach trip – Chicago     
 (Book at Hatch Warren Community Centre)
23 September Farleigh Wallop Trail Race    
 – see HW Runners article on page 26
4 October Motorway thrills and spills and funny bits
31 October Halloween 
1 November Jane Austen
3 November Fireworks Spectacular,     
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
7 November Dwali
22 November Thanksgiving in USA
24 November Trip to Bluewater     
 (Book at Hatch Warren Community Centre)
25 November Christmas Fayre, 1.00-4.00 pm    
 Hatch Warren Community Centre
1 December Trip to Bath Christmas Market    
 (Book at Hatch Warren Community Centre)
20 December Carols & Mulled Wine,     
 Community Café in the park

Hampshire Farmers Markets
Alton – 2nd Saturday of the month
Winchester – 2nd and last Sunday of the month

REGULAR EVENTS

Hatch Warren W.I., 1st Thursday each month 8.00pm 
Community Centre (contact Jane Kerry 01256 810255)

Basingstoke Knit and Natter,  
Every Monday 6.30 – 9pm,  Waitrose Café

The Warren Youth Club, Friday evenings at the Warren 
attached to the Community Centre

Aldworth Badminton Club,  
Thursday evenings 7.00 – 8.30pm Aldworth Science College

Cliddesden W.I., Cliddesen Village Hall, 7.30pm, third Thursday 
every month (contact Pat Rampton 01256 461034)

Old Down & Beggarwood Wildlife Group, 
www.olddownandbeggarwood.org.uk email: odandbwd@gmail.com

Hatch Warren Nature Group, 
contact Paul Beevers, hatch.nature@gmail.com

Cliddesden, Ellisfield and Farleigh Wallop Horticultural 
Society, contact Mrs M Smith (01256 462584) for details

Laughter House, laughter-housevpweb.co.uk

Hatch Warren Runners, meet Monday and Wednesday at 
7.15, Portsmouth Arms and at the Co-op Beggarwood.  
www.hwrunners.co.uk

DUMMER VILLAGE  
FETE 5K TRAIL RUN
14 July 2018, 1:30PM
Mark your diaries and plan to join us for the first ever Dummer 
Village Fete 5K Trail Run. The multi-terrain course begins and 
ends at Dummer Down Farm and runs through the woods and 
trails surrounding. There will be custom finisher medals for all 
participants and awards will be presented to the top 3 male and 
female overall and to the fastest men and women over age 40. 
But you don’t have to be fast. The course offers a beautiful trail 
and walkers are welcome! There will also be a t-shirt and goody 
bag for all who register in timely fashion and your registration 
gets you into the Fete afterwards. 
All proceeds will benefit the Village of Dummer and All Saints 
Church; come for the cause and get a bit of exercise before 
enjoying all that the Fete has to offer.
We also need volunteers to help marshal the course and work 
the finish line. Ring Tim Hartigan @ 07399 565789 or Email  
thartigan@att.net for info or to volunteer.
More information available on Dummer Facebook page. Register 
online: runbritian.com/races   Search by date (July 2018), County 
(Hampshire), & distance (5K).

SWAG MEETING
On 31st May almost 200 local residents attended the South 
West Action Group (SWAG) meeting, where Councillors, council 
officers, developers and health care professionals answered 
questions about some of the future developments that will affect 
south-west Basingstoke.  It became clear the major concerns were;
1. Traffic. 2. Gipsy/traveller provision. 3. Healthcare. 4. Motorway 
Services.  5. Schools.  
Please see www.rabbiter.biz for the full article

Sam Weller
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PROBUS HEARS ABOUT  
COLDITZ CASTLE POW CAMP

Built in 1014 as a hunting lodge for the King of Saxony and today a 
hotel and Youth Hostel, its most famous face was that as a Prisoner 
of War camp for allied officers in WW2.  Hermann Goering, Hitler’s 
deputy, in 1939 described the castle as escape proof.
Colditz Castle became the most famous PoW camp during the war 
as it became the last ditch place that persistent escapees from other 
PoW camps were sent. It was the destination that the father of the 
speaker at the last meeting of the Probus Club of Basingstoke, the 
social club for retired professional and business managers, found 
himself in 1940. Peter Storie-Pugh (later full Colonel CBE MC TD 
DL) had been captured at a battle near Douthens and had escaped 
twice before ending up in Colditz Castle the place that ensconced 
officers from Britain, France and Poland.
His son, also a Colonel, Piers Storie-Pugh, who has a particularly 
impressive army CV, told of the experiences his father endured 
during five years of captivity. This started with a march from the 
station across the Adolf Hitler bridge towards the foreboding castle. 
There were 400 seasoned troops back from the eastern front set 
to keep control of 800 prisoners. Despite this ratio and with due 
respect for the actual position of the castle on a promontory there 
were 300 attempts to escape of which 130 were successful. There 
were 33 “home runs” where British officers made it back to UK.
Capt Pat Reid was the initial British Escape Officer who maintained 
that things ran on strict military lines.  He escaped in 1942 with three 
others to Switzerland subsequently became the consultant to the 
film The Colditz Story. It was important that British escape plans did 
not interfere with any from the French or Polish prisoners. It took 
up to nine months from the inception of a plan to fulfilment during 

which time it was necessary to create the circumstances to give 
the escapee the best chance of success. This could include creating 
suitable clothing to match German military uniforms or ladies’ skirts 
and blouses as well as forging the necessary documents. They carved 
tunnels, hid in the laundry, climbed over precipitously high roofs, 
vaulted over high fences and, of course, made the famous glider. This 
had been constructed in a supposedly locked loft room made from 
bed sheets and planks from the stage. It had been calculated that it 
would fly up to 1000 feet and was kept in reserve in case problems 
occurred with German troops inside the castle. 
Peter Storie-Pugh was involved in assisting 21 escapes. Some were 
not successful in that the escapees were recaptured and kept in 
solitary confinement and fed on bread and water. The first successful 
escapee was Airey Neave, dressed as a German corporal. He 
became a barrister, worked for MI9, was elected as a Conservative 
MP and murdered during the Irish troubles in 1979 when his car was 
blown up on the ramp from the car park in the House of Commons.
Many rowdy games were played in the castle court yard as well as 
putting on stage shows that held the attention of the guards and 
covered up potentially noisy escape workings. In the meantime 
moral was boosted by a secret radio giving the football scores 
courtesy of the BBC and receiving coded letters from home and 
postcards from successful escapees. Peter Storie-Pugh also carried 
out a correspondence course with Cambridge University and gained 
a BA while still a prisoner.
This multinational mix of prisoners drawn from all three services 
from 2/Lt to General cooperated in escapes, shared cold, starvation 
and frustration, but seldom boredom as they tried every method 
of escape. But they kept German guards away from fighting against 
our troops. Colditz Castle was liberated by the US Army on 15th 
April 1945 but the first person to enter the Castle by Jeep was a 
delightful young female war correspondent. A very welcome sight 
for the men of Colditz who should not be compared to today’s 
lightweight celebrities but were true role models who exhibited the 
finest personal qualities against a back drop of a world war.
More information about the Probus Club of Basingstoke can be seen 
on their web site www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com or phone 
their Secretary, Paul Flint on 07770 886521 for an informal chat.



The Rabbiter - July 2018

8

Legal Eye

Expert Legal Advice in every issue of the Rabbiter

A new online service should cut the 
stress of applying for a divorce according 
to the Ministry of Justice, but family law 
professionals warn it’s likely to benefit 
only those with simple finances who 
are pursuing the DIY route.   

The Ministry of Justice announcement 
of the nationwide scheme for 
online divorce applications follows a 
successful pilot earlier this year.  While 
rejections average around 40% for 
paper applications, because forms 
have not been completed correctly or 
documents are missing, only 0.6% were 
rejected in the online submission pilot.    

The move is one of the latest initiatives 
in a £1bn modernisation programme 
for the department, which will also see 
a reduction in the numbers employed 

in the courts.   And while professionals 
have welcomed any simplification to 
the process, they stress the importance 
of always remembering to put in place 
a financial clean break alongside the 
divorce.

As Rob Parker, specialist family law 
solicitor at Lamb Brooks explains, 
‘whilst the divorce achieves legal 
separation, it is the clean break order 
which actually severs any financial ties, 
enabling the parties to the marriage to 
have complete financial independence 
from one another.  Given recent legal 
authorities which have demonstrated 
that financial claims can still be pursued 
many years after the final decree of 
divorce has been pronounced, it is more 
important than ever to seek specialist 

legal advice about 
putting in place a 
clean break order 
to make sure that 
neither party is left vulnerable to a 
financial claim in the future.’

Financial matters are so often at the 
centre of separations and divorces and 
these are among the issues that most 
are keen to resolve. We work with 
you to understand and identify the full 
financial picture – incomes, property, 
pensions, etc. before advising on your 
next steps.

For further information on separation, 
divorce or any other family law matters 
please contact Rob Parker, Associate 
Solicitor on 01256 305530 or email 
rob.parker@lambbrooks.com

DIVORCE GOES VIRTUAL

COUNCILLOR UPDATE

SWAG MEETING: The public meeting 
was held at the end of May and was, as 
always, very well attended. I think it is 
worth going on record to thank everyone 
involved in the organisation and running of 
the meeting, especially Heather Rainbow, 
Stafford Napier, Geoff Burns, Julian Jones 
and all the volunteers and helpers.

PLANNING ISSUES: Many of you 
will have heard by now that the planning 
application for development of the Island 
Site at Beggarwood was approved by 
the Development Committee at BDBC 
on 13th June. The application will bring 
forward various accommodations for 
older people including an extra care facility. 
There will also be a family pub/restaurant 
to be operated by Hall and Wodehouse 
who run the Portsmouth Arms, and a 
new, larger dental surgery. I asked that, if 
the committee approved the application, a 
number of conditions should be imposed 
including an improved and enhanced 
landscaping and screening scheme to 
mitigate the height of the buildings as they 
adjoin the A30 but especially to protect 
the view from Beggarwood Park. I also 
requested that conditions be placed and 
imposed against builders using the car 

park serving the shops and surgeries at 
Broadmere Avenue as this has been a 
constant problem during the construction 
of the development opposite the centre.

ROADS: At time of writing councillors were 
awaiting a briefing from Hampshire County 
Council on their proposals for improvements 
to the Brighton Hill roundabout. I understand 
that these proposals are likely to go out to 
public consultation later this year.

BROADBAND: I’ve been contacted by 
a number of residents locally who have 
reported some rather familiar problems 
with broadband locally; slower than 
expected speeds, dropouts etc. If anyone is 
concerned about this please let me know, 
if enough of us are able to demonstrate 
the same difficulties then we may be able 
to get the attention of the providers.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE: 
Some local residents have reported to me 
concerns over the maintenance of grass or 
shrubs in their locality. If anyone feels that 
their area has been missed, or is not happy 
with the service, please let me know, the 
grounds team at BDBC are usually very quick 
to respond once informed and I am happy 
to report to them on behalf of residents.
Cllr Terri Reid

GROWING TOMATO 
PLANTS FOR CHARITY  
My name is Daniel, I’m 12yrs old and I 
go to Brighton Hill Community School. 
At the beginning of the year I decided to 
grow a crop of tomato plants from seeds 
that I could sell to people on my street. 
80% of the profits would go to the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Charity and the rest 
would be re-invested for next years crop.

A few weeks ago I set up my table top 
outside my house to sell my plants, not 
only did I sell to neighbours I also had a 
few passing customers. At the end of the 
day I had sold all the plants and was able 
to donate £50 to the Charity.

I’m hoping to do the same next year and 
will donate to a different charity.

Daniel Cleave

– WELL DONE DANIEL
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www.basingstokesofteners.com

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

www.simmonsandsons.com • 12 Wote Street, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 7NW

Residential Sales - 01256 840077   Lettings - 01256 337100
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   Pheasant by Paul Crane

“RICH LOCAL COLOUR” 
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
The Basingstoke Camera Club Annual Exhibition comprises 
a collection of photographs from the UK and abroad taken 
by members of Club. Images range from wildlife through to 
landscapes. Running from 1st-15th September, this free exhibition 
is a must see for everyone in Basingstoke interested in photography. 
Basingstoke Camera Club welcomes photographers whether 
novices or advanced. The club meets every Thursday at Oakridge 

West Community Centre. For 
further information visit www.
basingstokecameraclub.co.uk       

Robin White, Publicity Officer, 
Basingstoke Camera Club 

FAREWELL TO HATCH WARREN 
AND BEGGARWOOD

Sunday 12th August, my last Sunday here, we 
have a 10am service followed by a community 

barbecue at midday 
(Please let us know via our Facebook page 

whether you are coming to help with catering!). 
Immanuel welcomes everyone, without exception. 

We’d love to see you.  

Fr Michael Smith
Facebook: www.facebook.com/immanuelhwb

THE BIG LITTERPICK
Let’s clean up Hatch Warren and Beggarwood

Get together with your neighbours - Litterpick your road and 
surrounding area and send a picture of the rubbish you collect to 
the Rabbiter (newsdesk@therabbiter.biz). 

The Café in the Park will be open from 10am for coffee and 
bacon sandwiches. Come along and tell us about your Litterpick!
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IT’S A SILVER 
CELEBRATION ! 

HATCH WARREN WI  
IS 25 YEARS OLD
Is it really 25 years ago that I went along to the recently built 
Community Centre to see what belonging to a new WI would 
be like?  With my young son about to start school, it seemed a 
good time to investigate.  There were at least 40 other women 
there, and my main memory is being asked to help make tea for 
everyone with only one pint of milk!  (That’s what happens when 
you know the lady, who had invited the WI lady from Winchester 
to tell us all about it.)

To cut a long story short there was a lot of interest, more than 
enough people prepared to form a committee and the WI was 
started.  Our first official meeting was held in May 1993.  

Joining the largest women’s organisation in the country, it soon 
became clear what an amazing organisation we had become part of.  

Over 25 years, our membership has evolved, with each individual 
bringing their own qualities to the group.  Previous reports in the 
Rabbiter have publicised our activities, giving a flavour of the type 
of WI we have created. Small, friendly and full of fun, with the 
options of participating in local competitions, attending national 
AGMs and contributing to influential WI resolutions.  

Two of our members recently attended this year’s national AGM 
held in Cardiff, where they were told that 30,000 new members 
joined in 2017, with 86 new WIs being established.  So far in 2018 
a further 19,000 members have joined, with the formation of 63 
new WIs.

The National Chair mentioned the many successful campaigns 
run by the WI, and the media interest in all that we do.  You 
may not be aware but the WI’s resolutions lead to many famous 
campaigns, which started in 1918 with “Support for State Aided 
Housing”.  A few of many others include “Women serving on 
Jurys”, “Banning Smoking”, “Equal Pay”, “Keep Britain Tidy”, “Breast 
Cancer Screening”, “Fairtrade”, and “Plastic Soup”. (There is a 
whole book on WI campaigns if you are interested).  She said it 
was clear that the WI movement had great influencing power on 
society and Government.  

The Hampshire County WI started 100 years ago, with many 
celebratory events happening this year.  Our own quarter of a 
century makes us feel young in comparison, and there are still 2 
founder members (who shared that pint of milk with all those 

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE 
RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP
This month’s speaker was Paul Whittle who gave a very 
comprehensive and interesting account of a cruise on the Fred 
Olsen’s line Black Watch which traced the history of the Venetian 
Empire from when it was founded in 421 AD.  That was when 
people from mainland Italy first started to arrive and inhabit the 
group of 118 small islands that are separated by canals and linked 
by over 400 bridges.  He illustrated his talk with a number of 
photographs and facts about the turbulent times Venice has gone 
through, including 2 outbreaks of the plague, so bringing about in the 
14th Century the practice of quarantine where ships arriving from 
infected ports were required to sit at anchor for 40 days before 
landing.  He also spoke about its influence in other Mediterranean 
countries, the setting up of a ghetto for the Jews, the invasion by 
Napoleon, the impact of WW2 and finally brought us right up to 
date with modern day rules of the canal, the restriction on cruise 
liners and the new flood defences which are all measures being 
introduced to try and protect the city from flooding.

The next meeting is on 4th July when the speaker will be Cmdr 
Mike Hill on “Life Aboard Britannia”.  The group meets on the 
first Wednesday of each month at Brookvale Village Hall from 10 
am to 12 noon and all retired Civil Servants and their partners 
are welcome. Further details about meetings and outings can 
be obtained from the Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 
(Answerphone) 

David Cowling
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THANK YOU LETTER
This is a special letter to Jenny the Editor, 
to say “Thank you for publishing all the 
WI’s reports in The Rabbiter during the 
last 25 years.”  Your encouragement (and 
occasional chasing!) has helped me to 
create an additional record of meetings 
and events, more interesting than our 
standard committee meeting minutes.  
More photos were also taken as my 
journalistic tendencies developed.
The publicity that our link has provided, 
has been appreciated far and wide, even 
reaching the National WIs Chairman, back 
in 2004. Her subsequent visit to our first 
big birthday meeting, was the highlight of 
my years as President, impressing our VIPs 
in Winchester.    
As my articles and publicity reached the 
highest echelons in the WI, The Rabbiter 
has also become an award winning, 
professionally produced local newsletter, 
admired by many. 
My “Rabbiter Reports” have all been kept 
and are currently being filed (well I did 
used to be a librarian!). Looking back at 
them after all these years makes me proud 
of both our achievements, but I still think 
you should have brought at least 2 pints of 
milk to that first WI start up meeting! 
Sandra Christie

others so long ago).  25 years of hosting 
parties has seen the best of our members’ 
creative talents, and it is the most 
enjoyable part of the Hatch Warren WI 
year.  This year’s theme was obvious, as 25 
is silver.  Wear something silver, decorate 
the room in silver, bring something silver 
for the competition - easy.  Our “Party 
Planners” were given a rest this year, and 
entertainment was provided by a repeat 
visit from a popular jazz band.  As usual, 
members were joined by guests from other 
WIs in the Loddon Group, along with a 
former County Chairman and previous WI 
Adviser, Sue Attrill.  Sadly missed, was our 
founding WI Adviser Jean Johnson, who 
often attended the meetings, but passed 
away suddenly last year.

Now half way through 2018, there are still 
many activities to look forward to.  We 
have a craft group which meets regularly 

at a member’s home, and another travel 
group organises trips out and about.

We have had a variety of different speakers 
at our monthly meetings; and learned a lot 
over the years!  Here is our Programme 
for the rest of 2018: 

5th July – A Life Under German Rule 
in Guernsey 
2nd August – Summer Social Evening  
(held in a member’s garden) 
6th September – An introduction to 
silk painting workshop
(Material cost £1.50 per member)
4th October – Motorway thrills and 
spills and funny bits! 
1st November – Jane Austen
WI Meetings are held at the Hatch Warren 
Community Centre, Long Cross Lane, 
Basingstoke RG22 4XF at 8:00pm usually 
on the 1st Thursday of each month. If you 
would like to come along and try us out, 
a warm and friendly welcome awaits. Just 
turn up on the 
night, or for more 
information visit 
our website or 
contact

Jane on  
07798 842487
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It can be a real challenge to get onto the property ladder. However there is 
help on hand with the Help to Buy scheme.

There are two parts to the scheme – the Help to 
Buy equity loan and the Help to Buy ISA which 
the Governments tops up by 25% when you 
come to buy your house.

The Help to Buy equity loan
This scheme is only available on new-build 
properties that have a purchase price of up to 
£600,000. It is available to both first time buyers 
and existing home owners, but the property 
you buy must be your only residence and is not 
available to buy to let investors.

You only need a 5% deposit and the government 
will lend you up to 20%. You will need to apply 
for a mortgage from a commercial lender for the 
remaining 75%.

For the first five years you will pay no interest, 
but after that it will cost 1.75% of the outstanding 
balance each following year.

Help to Buy ISA
A Help to Buy Individual Savings Account (ISA) is 
a high-interest savings account available for people 
buying their first property and is available at most 
high street banks and building societies.

You can earn up to 2.53% interest tax-free and 
then the Government will add 25% free cash 
on top of what you save providing you and the 
property you purchase meet the qualifying criteria

You will need to make an initial deposit of £1,000. 
After that you can deposit a maximum of £200 
a month.

The ISA can be used for a property with a full 
market value of up to £250,000 or up to £450,000 
in London.

Zoë is a Solicitor experienced in advising Help to 
Buy clients and completing first-time property and 
shared ownership transactions. 

At Phillips our charges are transparent and we 
quote for all fees and disbursements up front, 
meaning that you will understand the full extent 
of your conveyancing charges from the very start.

To find out more call Zoë on 01256 01256 
854623 or send an email to zoe.baxter@phillips-
law.co.uk

For more information about our residential 
property services visit www.phillips-law.co.uk/
residential-property-services

HELP TO BUY 
SCHEME

Zoe Baxter

www.phillips-law.co.uk
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HATCH WARREN 
UNDER FIVES 
PRESCHOOL
After a busy and fun filled year at Hatch 
Warren Under Fives, it’s almost time 
to say goodbye to our older children 
leaving for school. We’ve loved watching 
each and every one of them grow and 
gain confidence and we know they 
are all excited and ready for their next 
adventures.  

We’ve still got lots more to squeeze into 
our last few weeks – a mini Olympics in 
July, which will be a fun opportunity for 
our children to bring in PE kits and get 
changed, a perfect practice run for PE 
at school! We’ll be celebrating American 
Independence Day on July 4th and we’ll 
also be hosting our second drop-in play 
session for future preschoolers on July 
10th. If you can’t make our play session, 
why not pop down to the Hatch Warren 
Community Centre Summer fair on 14th 
July? You can visit us here to explore slime, 
decorate biscuits, try out some tattoos 
and meet some of our fabulous staff.

On the last day of term we will be spending 
the morning at Beggarwood Park, playing 
and eating ice creams before heading back 
to preschool to enjoy afternoon tea with 
families and friends ahead of the grand 
finale - our sing-along and graduation 
ceremony to say goodbye to our leavers. 

When we look back over the year we 
realise that we have so many people and 
organisations to thank, our community 
put so much into our preschool and really 
help to enhance the children’s’ learning 
experiences. We’d like to thank Sainsburys 
for all of their amazing food donations to 
our fundraising events; Len the St Mark’s 
lollipop man, who helped bring the magic 
of Father Christmas into preschool at 
Christmas, Tom Perkins for a completely 
fantastic day of tennis coaching; the 
wonderful Kate from Drama Tots, who 
engaged the children with an afternoon of 
imaginative play; St Kitts Veterinary Group, 
who made a fantastic visit to us recently 

to talk about what we do at the vets, they 
even bought along Dudley the lifelike dog, 
who was expertly bandaged and given 
fluids and medicine by the children who 
were of course appropriately dressed in 
surgical hats and masks!

Our committee deserve a big thank you 
too – they’ve put on some brilliant events 
for parents and children this year including 
a fab preschool disco, a Christmas raffle, 
Easter egg hunts, Teddy Bears picnics, 
Mother’s Day afternoon teas, Father’s Day 
bacon butty afternoons and sponsored 
obstacle courses. And a really big thank 
you to our parents too for their support 
and involvement – and of course our 
fantastic children!

TRANSITION
Over the last few weeks many of the 
children have been making visits to their 
new “big” schools. We’ve heard lots of 
stories about the classrooms and teachers 
and there’s been lots of playing “schools” 
in role-play. It’s exciting times but we 
should remember that change is difficult 
for us all. At Hatch Warren Under Fives 
we do our best to support the children 
and help them through the transitions 
into new schools. Research suggests that 
transitions are central to young children’s 
development and emotional well being, 
and the way in which the first transitions 
are handled could have a significant 
impact on the child’s capacity to cope 
with change in the short and long term. 
At Hatch Warren Under Fives we support 
the transition process in a range of ways. 
We help to prepare a child for school by 
liaising closely with the schools, working 
with our families, taking the views of the 
child into account and providing ‘school-
like’ experiences. If you have any concerns 
or worries about your little one starting 
school please speak to any member 
of our team. What is very important to 
remember is that TRANSITION IS A 
PROCESS NOT A SINGLE EVENT.

We wish all of our children leaving us this 
summer lots of luck and every success at 
school. And we hope you ALL have a great 
summer.

For preschool registration enquiries please 
contact Michelle Tejevo, Area Manager, on 
01256 322788 or email preschoolmail@
aol.com. 

If you’d like to join us for our FREE parent 
and toddler play session please join us in 
the Conservatory at HWCC on Tuesday 
10th July, 9.30am-10.45am. No need to 
book, just turn up and play. 

We’d also love to see you at the Hatch 
Warren Community Centre Summer 
Festival on July 14th – we’ll be there with 
lots of fun activities for little ones from 
12pm-4pm.

www.hatchwarrenunderfives.co.uk 

CANDOVER VALLEY 
PRESCHOOL 
The Summer term is upon us and we are 
enjoying plenty of outdoors learning.  The 
children and their parents/carers enjoyed 
a morning at the local kitchen gardens, 
planting sunflowers, potatoes and a 
vegetable treasure hunt.  At pre-school the 
children have been working hard weeding 
the veg patch and planting carrots and 
onions.  The children love making potions 
in the garden with coloured water and 
natural resources from the garden as well 
as using the “mud kitchen” at pre-school 
which is an area of soil situated under a 
shady tree and with pots and pans to use.  
Providing children with the “mud kitchen” 
gives them opportunities to work alone 
or work with friends, discuss how to make 
their mud and who has which saucepan.  
An open-ended activity such as this offers 
children to make choices, to follow their 
own ideas and how to work successfully 
with others as well as involving lots of 
fantastic communication and maths.

For the children leaving us to go to school 
in September, we plan some adult led 
activities and we help them to practise 
writing their names.  We also ask them 
to bring in a PE bag so that they can 
practice changing their clothes ready for a 
PE lesson.  There is a skill in keeping their 
clothes in one place so they can find them 
easily after the PE lesson! These are all 
helpful tips for going to school.

I hope you enjoy the Summer days as 
much as we do at CVP.

If you are interested in joining a wonderful, 
nurturing team as Bank Staff (hours 
between 9-3) please call or email 
cvpadmin@btconnect.com 01256-389008
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SEA CADETS – BRING A FRIEND – ALL 
WELCOME ABOARD THIS SUMMER
TS Mary Rose Basingstoke & Deane Sea Cadets is encouraging 
young people (12-17 years) to bring a friend and come aboard to 
enjoy fun activities both ashore and on the water.

The Sea Cadets, who meet at Sycamore Halls, Winklebury on 
Monday and Friday evenings, are welcoming new recruits.  For 
young people and their friends who want to have a go at sailing, 
power boating, kayaking, rowing and windsurfing, these are on offer 
with the Sea Cadets.  For those who want a challenge, adventure 
training is also very popular and includes learning how to pitch a 
tent, cook and survive outdoors.

Darren Rust, Commanding Officer, said: “Sea Cadets offers so 
many opportunities.  It’s a great place to make new friends, have 
fun and learn new skills.  In Basingstoke we are one of the few 
organisations which can get young people out onto the water 
to enjoy a range of activities.  Also we are linked to the Mary 
Rose Trust at Portsmouth, meaning we are invited to support their 
events from time to time.”

Juniors aged between 10 -12 years old are welcome too – there 
are lots of activities they can join in with, including swimming and 
sailing.

All activities are led by well qualified instructors and everyone 
gets a chance to learn other useful skills such as First Aid, catering, 
seamanship and communication.

To find out more, email: tsmaryrosescc@btconnect.com, call 01256 
335893 or visit our website www.sea-cadets.org/basingstoke

CUCKOO MEADOW PRESCHOOL 
We are based in North Waltham village, which is less than 10 
minutes’ drive from Hatch Warren, and is in a beautiful rural 
setting. The children who attend come from within the village 
and the surrounding areas including Oakley, Dummer, Hatch 
Warren, Kempshott and Beggarwood and all agree the location 
and wonderful caring staff mean it is more than worth the short 
journey. Please contact Jo or Fiona to come and see for yourself.

As the summer term draws to a close, attention turns to saying 
goodbye to those children leaving the pre-school for big school. 
There will be a bumper crop this year heading to schools in 
North Waltham, Hatch Warren and beyond. To celebrate, a class 
photo has just been taken as a memento and a leavers party and 
ceremony will be held at the end of term with family members 
invited to attend. Watch for more information from Fiona and 
Jo if your child attends the pre-school. Children from the pre-
school are well-positioned for big school, having gained invaluable 
skills such as listening and cooperation as well as independence 
in dressing and personal hygiene. The regular “show and tell” slot 
is a particular aspect referenced as giving the little ones lots of 
confidence in speaking in front of others. In September there will 
be a fresh intake of new recuits with many quite young children 
starting. That should keep the team busy!

Remember, there are still spaces available for this September at 
the Ofsted Outstanding ranked pre-school, to arrange your visit, 
please contact Jo or Fiona on 01256 398172.
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

Goslings Garden
& Fencing Services Ltd
With over 20 years experience in 

all gardening areas.

T: 01256 332680 / 07973 523246

Email: gozlisa@aol.com

Garden Maintenance (one-off / regular) • Mowing • 
Strimming • Hedge-cutting • Stump grinding • Fencing • 

Pruning • Patio’s • Turfing ... and more

LADY
DecoratOR
CALL JULES
Local lady decorator
30 years experience
Call for a FREE no obligation quote

07517 641650
julesdecorating@hotmail.co.uk

W

ST MICHAEL’S 
HOSPICE STORE 
SORTING CENTRE
Our Sorting and Distribution 
Centre has been open for a few 
weeks now and is proving to be 
a real success. 

Volunteers and staff are enjoying working there and the stores 
are delighted with how much it helps them, giving them more 
time to make the shop look great and to talk to and help our 
customers.

We are looking for some more lovely volunteers to join us to 
help us to sort items such as clothing, jewellery, books and bric 
and brac etc. ready to be sent on to our stores to help raise funds 
for St. Michael’s Hospice.

We also have a few vacancies for drivers and drivers’ mates to 
help us deliver the items to our shops across North Hampshire.

More details about the volunteer roles available are on our 
website or by calling Laura Williams on 01256 848882.
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SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING
Farewell, goodbye, adiós, adieu, auf Wiedersehen, au revoir!

This is my last Spiritually Speaking article before my family and 
I move down to Bournemouth where I will take up a new post 
as Rector of Winton, Moordown and Charminster. I will be very 
sorry to leave Hatch Warren and Beggarwood, the community 
here, all the friends I have made and the wonderful town of 
Basingstoke. 

I am not the only one ending and waiting for a new beginning 
this summer. As with every summer, a school year finishes and 
there’s a period of waiting for starting something new. In our local 
community, Charles Applegate, Head Teacher of St Mark’s finishes 
his first year at the school. He’s ‘survived’ an Ofsted inspection 
(congratulations to all at St Mark’s for their ‘Good’ outcome), and 
Chris Edwards at Brighton Hill Community School has completed 
his first full academic year. I have enjoyed immensly working with 
them both in various ways and they are doing amazing jobs in 
providing the ground work for our children. We have local schools 
that we can be very proud of. 

Those leaving their current schools and colleges will face the 
biggest changes. Leaving behind friends and a familiar environment, 
it’s a challenging time for them. In some respects it reminds me of 
those departures and endings we read of in the bible, the most 
significant one being Jesus leaving his disciples when he ascended 
to heaven. Whilst the disciples had been prepared in many ways 
for Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension, they never really quite 
grasped the reality of it. There were denials of this happening and 
offers to join Jesus in his death. 

Sometimes departures and endings are met with denial. We 
see them as being a long way off, as not being ‘real’, until they 
are, of course! Jesus promised to leave his dicsiples and those 
first Christians with something else, with the Holy Spirit and at 
Pentecost, those gathered in Jerusalem, probably feeling somewhat 
lost, were blessed with the Holy Spirit that gave them the strength 
and courage to go out to do something new. To proclaim the 
good news of Jesus and the love of God. 

Whatever we are faced with, whether it be endings, new 
beginnings, changes, we are assured that God is with us. The Holy 
Spirit guides and protects us, leads us through those challenges; 
the ups and downs of life and helps us through. Whilst we may 
often find these periods of change challenging, we can call upon 
the Holy Spirit to help us through, just as we help, encourage, 
love and guide children as they 
face new challenges, change and 
new beginnings. 

I conclude this piece with the 
words of Julian of Norwich which 
are on a picture on the wall of my 
study:

‘All shall be well and all shall be well 
and all manner of thing shall be well.’ 

May you be blessed this summer.    

Fr. Michael

As a ‘ps’ as always there is plenty going on at Immanuel and 
will continue after I leave! On Sunday 1st July at 3pm, there 
will be a baptism of some of the children from St Mark’s with 
a celebration tea afterwards, the Cycling Club continue their 
Tuesday and weekend rides, and on Sunday 12th August, my last 
Sunday here, we have a 10am service followed by a community 
barbecue at midday (please let us know via our Facebook page 
whether you are coming to help with catering!). 
Immanuel welcomes everyone, without exception. We’d love to 
see you.  
like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/immanuelhwb

HATCH WARREN 
BEGGARWOOD CYCLING CLUB

It was with much excitement, and a few nerves, that 14 members 
of Hatch Warren Beggarwood Cycling Club took to the roads 
for an outing to the Bournemouth Velodrome on a scorching hot 
summer’s day in May. When we all arrived, our Instructor Jason 
greeted us and set about matching us up to our trusty steeds for 
the 2 hours we had hired the track for. They are a lot different to 
our usual road bikes, for a start they have no brakes! On further 
inspection, and on good authority from club member Peter who is 
“old hat” to this kind of riding, they were also “fixed wheel” which 
means they have one gear.... fast!

Once kitted up we headed off to the track for a brief introduction 
and some safety points, and then (very gingerly for some of us) 
mounted up for a few slow laps to get the feel of the bikes. We 
were then given some activities to do to get used to the bikes, like 
riding through cones, in pairs and the like... and then the fun started.

At this point we had stayed on the flat part of the track, eyeing 
up the banks which seemed quite steep and a little daunting, and 
I know I speak for at least us three girls and possibly some of the 

men too! But now we were off, and considered competent to start 
gathering speed and riding up the banks a little on each end of the 
oval track. Deep breath and up we went, and then back down again 
to the flat. That didn’t seem so bad, lets try that again... and again... 
until we were riding the whole way around the track a few feet up 
the bank.

We were then split into 2 groups, and started playing games to 
build our already growing confidence. First was for the front rider 
to “go over” in other words to ride higher up the bank and slow to 
slot in behind the pack. The next game was for the front rider, on 
the blowing of Jason’s whistle, to ride as fast as they could to catch 
up to the rear of the other group. It wasn’t long before we were all 
flying around the banks with huge smiles on our faces and a massive 
sense of achievement, we certainly know how to enjoy ourselves 
in this club!

By the end of the session it was hard to believe we had cycled 
some 10 miles in total. However, it was not hard to believe that the 
temperature had averaged around 30 degrees while we were doing 
it... I think that day most of us swapped our usual post ride slice of 
cake for a well deserved and much needed cold shandy!
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RABBITER CONTACTS:
Editor: editor@therabbiter.biz

Advertising Manager:
Nick Overton: 01256 880770
advertising@therabbiter.biz

Distribution Manager: 
01256-364378
editor@therabbiter.biz

Copy deadline to the 
Editor and Advertising 
Manager is the 15th 
of the month.

This publication is freely distributed
to Kempshott Rise, Hatch Warren,
Beggarwood Lane and Kempshott

Park. Circulation over 4000.

• Health:
Doctors’ Surgeries
Camrose Medical Partnership
Western Way - Tel: 324666 /
3776270
Mon-Fri 0800-1830 
(answermessage when closed) 
Broadmere Road Surgery - 
Tel: 396500
Mon-Fri 0830-1800 (answermessage
when closed)
Chemist
Boots Pharmacy Broadmere
Road - Tel: 398927 Mon-Fri 
0900-1800 Sat/Sun closed
Lloyds Pharmacy, Sainsbury’s

Health Visitors
Tel: 376483 
Child Health Clinic
The Community Centre - every
Wednesday 10.30 - noon. 
All Welcome. 
Dentist
Broadmere Road  - Tel: 391391
• Library: 
465102 - HCC mobile library
every Tuesday evening St. Mark’s
CE primary school from 4.40pm
to 6.40pm.
• Post Office
Co-op Broadmere Road: 
Sun-Sat 0700-2200
Kempshott Post Office and Stores
01256 465517 Mon-Fri 0800-17.30
Sat 0900-1500

• Basingstoke Neighbourcare 

Need the help of a good
neighbour? 01256 423855

Local Police Contacts:

Community Safety Patrol Team
01256 844844
Email: cspo@basingstoke.gov.uk

Hampshire Constabulary 101

Crimestoppers 0800 555111

• Churches:
Immanuel Church 10.00am every
Sunday at the Church Centre,
Rev Michael Smith 07799 730362
St. Mark’s School:  472632

South Basingstoke Community
Church 10.30 every Sunday at
Richard Aldworth School and
mid-week in homes

Contact Peter & Celia Saunders,
33 Beechwood Close: 357213

• Buses:

See page 28

• Doorstep milk delivery:
www.milkandmore.co.uk 
01256 321329

• Newspaper Delivery:
Kempshott Post Office and
Stores 01256 465517

• Representatives:

• Councillors:

County Council:
Stephen Reid, 34 Centurion Way
RG22 4TJ 320860 
email: Stephen.Reid@hants.gov.uk

Borough Council:
Rebecca Bean, 12 Arcadia
Close, RG22 4AJ 07506 570926 
email: cllr.Rebecca.Bean@basingstoke.gov.uk

Terri Reid, 34 Centurion Way
RG22 4TJ 320860 
email: cllr.Terri.Reid@basingstoke.gov.uk

Dan Putty, 1 Gloucester Drive,
RG22 4PH 356650 
email: cllr.dan.putty@basingstoke.gov.uk

• Member of Parliament

Hatch Warren:
Maria Miller
email:  millerm@parliament.ukSee page 24
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ONE TO ONE PIANO TUITION.  
Beginners welcome from 6yrs. Local, experienced ‘ISM 
approved’ teacher. 01256 333241 / 07774 631802 / 
janecleaver33@hotmail.com www.1to1musictutors.co.uk

BRIDGES ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS LTD  
Fully Qualified, Insured and Registered Electrician.  
All Work Certified. Call 01256 471853 or 07879 298008.  
All Electrical Work Undertaken.

SOMETHING WORRYING YOU? I am a qualified 
counsellor and therapist with experience working with young 
people (16+) and adults any age in a wide range of issues 
including anxiety, depression and relationship issues. Contact 
07596 136810 www.steveriglercounselling.co.uk 07596 136810

CLASSIFIED ADS

No. 8 Service – Kempshott Park, 
Buckskin, Rail Station, Town Centre. 
Buses will leave Sainsbury’s

Monday to Friday: 0531, 0601, 0621, 
0641, 0652, 0703, 0720, 0737, 0752, 
0808, 0823, 0838, 0854, then every 15 
minutes until 1609, 1627, then every 15 
minutes until 1712, 1729, 1744, 1759, 
1810, 1825, 1840, 1858, 1923, 1952, 
2022, 2122, 2222, 2322

Saturdays: 0649, then every 30 minutes 
until 0849, 0909, then every 15 minutes 
until 1739, then every 20 minutes until 
1839, 1858, 1923, 1952, 2022, 2122, 
2222, 2322

Sundays: 0909, then hourly until 1809, 
1908, 2007, 2107

No. 8 Buses will leave Bus Station:

Monday to Friday: 0555, 0615, 0635, 
0652, 0707, 0723, 0739, 0754, 0809 
then every 15 mins at 25, 40, 55, 10 
until 1810, 1830, 1855, 1925, 1955, 
2055, 2155, 2255

Saturdays: 0650, 0720, 0750, 0820, then 
every 15 mins at  40, 55, 10, 25 until 
1710, 1750, 1810, 1830, 1855, 1925, 
1955, 2055, 2155, 2255

Sundays: 0840 then at these times every 
hour 40 until 2040

No. 12 Service – Hatch Warren, 
Kempshott Park, Brighton Hill, Black 
Dam, Town Centre. (No Sunday service)
Buses will leave Sainsbury’s: 
Monday to Friday: 0652, 0726, 0848, 
0933 then at 33 mins every hour until 
1333, 1435, 1541, 1640, 1743, 1840, 1951
Saturdays: 0736, 0833 then at 33 mins 
every hour until 1533, 1638, 1738 ,1836, 
1951
No. 12 Buses will leave Bus Station:
Monday to Friday: 0655, 0815, 0900 then 
at 00 mins until 1500, 1605, 1705, 1805, 
1920
Saturday: 0705, 0800, then at 00 mins 
until 1500, 1605, 1705, 1805, 1920

BUS TIMETABLE

Online booking of all adverts:
All adverts, including classifieds and free ads can be booked at:

www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

We need helpers to distribute the Rabbiter. This takes about 
half an hour a month. Sadly we can’t offer any financial reward 
save the satisfaction of helping our community. The following 
rounds need a deliverer :

1. Sherwood Close
2. Rycroft Meadow

RABBITER 
DISTRIBUTORS 

NEEDED

JULY EVENTS AT THE BASINGSTOKE 
DISCOVERY CENTRE
To book a place, you can order online from https://www.
hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, or visit Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. 

To find out more about Basingstoke Discovery Centre and 
Hampshire Libraries visit www.hants.gov.uk/bsdc

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/library/bsdc.htm
https://twitter.com/BasingstokeDC
https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeDC

Please visit www.rabbiter.biz for details

WHAT’S ON IN SOUTH HAM LIBRARY?
Join us every Saturday morning for drop in fun from 10am-
midday. We request that under 10s are accompanied by an adult.

Craft Club on Saturday 7th July, drop in between 
10am- Noon for A Unicorn and Dragon mask craft. 
There will be extra Mischief Makers craft on 
the 21st and 25th July to make a Dennis Face.
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BRAND NEW SMALL CAT SCRATCHING POST with 
box to hide and soft seat to climb on. £10 Also soft cat bed never 
been used, corduroy material. £10. Telephone 01256 812895

LARGE FISH TANK - 30” x 12” x 15.5” high [76 x 30 x 39].  
Lid has storage area and lift up feeding section.  Also included 
Fluval pump, coral gravel for bottom, net, magnet algae cleaner, 
bottom suction cleaner, hatch breeding trap, aerator, hollow log 
decoration, 4 plants and food.  It also comes with a special stand.  
Will separate, or all for £120.  All in excellent condition.  The initial 
cost of this was well over £250.  Bargain.  Tal: 01256-355635

HOTTER SHOES - MEN’S SANDALS:  size 7, brown leather.  
Bought as a gift but wrong size.  Never worn, still wrapped in 
tissue in the box. Leather lining and removable insole which is 
padded for extra comfort.  Easily adjustable fastening strap.  Cost 
£69 - will accept £30.  Absolute bargain.  Tel: 01256-355635

HOLLISTER CREAM CHINO TROUSERS - 30” waist x 
31” leg.  Excellent condition.  Bargain only £8.  HOLLISTER SHIRT 
- blue and white checked.  Size ‘M’.  Short sleeved with button 
down collar.  Excellent condition. Bargain only £7. Tel: 01256-
355635

NEW LEVI STRAUSS SHIRT - black with small white marks, 
fitted, size ‘M’, long sleeved in cotton.  This shirt is NEW and was 
bought as a gift but was the wrong size.  Bargain will accept £5.  
Tel: 01256-355635

MEN’S AND CHILD’S BLAZERS - BOTH M & S: - MEN’S: 
Navy blue double breasted, size 42” chest.  As new, clean. Only 
£5.  BOY’S: Navy blue for age approx. 10 years, 28” chest.  Worn 
for 2 hours only for a wedding.  Absolute bargain.  Only £10.  Tel: 
01256-355635

VARIOUS ITEMS - (1) glass kitchen table with 4 black chairs. 
Reasonable condition. Call for details. £35.00. (2) girls single metal 
pink bed base & mattress £20.00. (3) Pair pine chairs. £12 pair.  
(4) white wicker chair £5.00. (5) 3 drawer bedroom cabinet 
in white & walnut finish with triple mirror. £35.00. (6) pair led 
chrome “stick style” bedside lamps. £5.00 the pair. (7) pair white 4 
drawer cabinets. 1 missing a drawer. £12 the pair. (8) freestanding 
dressing mirror in white finish. £12. (9) 3 shelf curved corner 
storage unit in pine & grey steel. £6.00. Call Derek on 07957 
565789 for further details.

Free ads Sponsored by Greenhouse Graphics

DO YOU HAVE A FEW HOURS TO 
MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY?
At Basingstoke NeighbourCare we 
support our clients by providing 
an Accompanied Transport 
Service to those who are unable to 
use other forms of public transport, 
e.g. for the elderly, infirm or those 
who need a little help with mobility.  This includes transporting 
people to medical appointments  providing trips to visit a loved 
one, helping them to the library, taking them to older persons’ clubs, 
or simply taking them shopping. Our drivers are reimbursed at the 
standard HMRC motor mileage rate so all we ask for is your time – 
whether you can spare 1 - 2 hours a week or perhaps can only offer 
a few drives a year – we’d be delighted to hear from you.  

We also offer a Befriending Service for lonely and isolated 
members of the community. Befrienders are volunteers who are 

matched carefully with clients who 
are in need of company or help with 
reading or form filling. An hour a week 
to share a cup of tea, a chat about the 
weather, latest news or whatever may 
pop up.  This makes such a difference 
to these people’s lives and will relieve the loneliness they may often 
be feeling. 

Our volunteers devote anything from an hour a week to a couple 
of hours a day to assist our clients and we know from the feedback 
and comments we receive from clients and their families that our 
service really makes a difference to the lives of the people they help.

As is often the case, demand for such services continues to out-
strip supply so we’re in great need of additional volunteer drivers 
and befrienders. If you feel that you could contribute in either of 
these areas, then please pick up the phone and call us on 01256 
423855 or drop us an email at info@neighbourcare.com.

We’d be delighted to hear from you.
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HATCH WARREN 
RUNNERS

This must be the busiest month I have 
ever reported on, and covers nearly every 
distance the runners do from 1 mile, 5k, 
10k, 5 miles, 10 miles, half marathons and 
marathons, so an extremely busy month 
for the club!

Firstly, I must shout out to the Brighton 
Marathon and 10k runners who ran back 
in April.  Another shout out goes to the 
runners that went to Salzburg for Sue 
Kemp’s 50th birthday celebrations to take 
part in races and those who ran Dinton 
Pastures 5k (first in series); there was just 
not enough space last month to mention 
all of these.

On 12 May Rebecca Vincent was the first 
lady home in the Silchester 5 miles with a 
fab time of 24.57 – well done!.

On 13 May a good percentage of the club 
were out racing, which included Festival 
Place 5k (a run around the town, Basing 
View and Eastrop Park on a Sunday 
morning), Appleshaw 5k (where Rory 
Horseman took the top spot by coming in 
1st overall, after having taken 4th place in 

the morning at Festival Place 5k - amazing), 
Alton 10 miles, Henley on Thames Trail 
Half Marathon and the inaugural British 
Airways Gatwick Half Marathon.

On Wed 16 May no runs were planned as 
the club supported St Michael’s Hospice 
in their 5k and 10k runs, something the 
club takes part in every year.  Not only did 
the club have 29 running the 5k and 21 
running the 10k, they also had many of the 
hatchies marshalling, or testing the course 
before the races, so a very busy, rewarding 
charity evening for HWR.

On 16 May we had a runner take part in 
the Decathlon Sports Series 5k in Reading.

On 20 May there were a number of 
events the club had runners in, including 
Stockly Park 10k and Green Park 10k, 
which saw Darrel May take 9th place 
out of 1556 runners in a time of 36.17; 
well done Darrel !)  The club also had 

runners in the Hook 10 miles, Worcester 
Half Marathon and Liverpool Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Marathon and Half Marathon.  A number 
of the runners took part in the Liverpool 
running weekend taking in the rock/pop 
history of Liverpool.  Finally, on 20 May, 
Simon Parker ran a half marathon on Santa 
Monica Beach in Los Angeles – lovely!  

A trip into London on 27 May saw 
members run the Westminster Mile and 
the London Vitality 10k; some of the 
runners even managed a close up of Mo 
Farah at the event.  On 27 May there were 
also runners in the Newbury 10k and the 
Sarsen Neolithic Marathon.

May came to a close on 31st with 
members running in the Cowdray Park 
10k trail run.

Don’t forget our own Farleigh Wallop Trail 
Race on Sunday 23 September.  Places are 
selling fast - secure your place at www.
fullonsport.com.

HWR meet on Monday & Wednesday 
evenings with runs starting at various 
location in Hatch Warren & Beggarwood.  
For more details visit www.hwrunners.
co.uk, email hwrunners@sky.com , or look 
for Hatch Warren Runners on Facebook.
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At Clarke & Son our expert 
teams will guide you 
through all your important 
matters:

RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY

FAMILY LAW WILLS & ESTATE
PLANNING

Clarke & Son Solicitors LLP
Manor House, 8 Winchester Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 8UG

www.clarkeandson.co.uk

T: 01256 320555
E: mail@clarkeandson.co.uk

LIFE IS A JOURNEY THAT STARTS 
AND ENDS WITH FAMILY

1968  

01256 363123  |  enquiries@twoguys.co.uk  |  twoguys.co.uk
ARMSTRONG ROAD, DANESHILL EAST, BASINGSTOKE HAMPSHIRE RG24 8NU
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