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EDITORIAL
Congratulations to our amazing young artists at the After School Club. Every year they 
present some lovely pictures and we have the task of choosing one for the front cover 
of the December edition of the Rabbiter. This year’s front cover picture was drawn by 
Poppy Wright – I wonder if we will get snow this Christmastide! There are two runners 
up Grace Burrows and Owen Fletcher – well done everyone. And a big thank you to 
our Sainsbury store for sponsoring the competition.
Are you alone on Christmas Day? A single parent, living alone or unable to prepare a 
traditional Christmas lunch. There will be a traditional Christmas Day lunch at the Café 
in the Park on 25 December – cost £12 for adults and £6 for children – see page 20. 
The Rabbiter has always worked hard to support our Community. We aim to support 
local initiatives, activities and our residents. We rely on local people to help with delivery 
and submitting news and updates. The Rabbiter urgently needs volunteers to deliver to 
local homes – could you spare half an hour a month to help? Also after over 30 years, 
the time has come for some fresh blood. Your editor is not getting any younger and 
the time has come to pass the baton on. Would you like to join a couple of others to 
overview the Rabbiter and contribute to writing the editorial each month?  How much 
time will be needed? No more than a couple of hours each month. If you can help please 
contact editor@therabbiter.biz.  
A big thank you to the Hatch Warren Community Association for organising another 
stupendous Firework Spectacular. Despite the wet weather, the crowds were there 
to watch. However there were many people who parked up to watch the wonderful 
display blocking roads for others. Garlic Lane was blocked preventing local traffic getting 
through. Parking on the estate continues to be a problem on a number of access roads 
across the estate. Please do park considerately.
The Rabbiter takes a break in January and the next issue will be February 2023. Copy date 
for your news is 15 January. Send your news and views to newsdesk@therabbiter.biz.
The Rabbiter would like to wish all our readers and advertisers a very merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year.  
Editor

Grace Burrows Owen Fletcher
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Be who you’ve 
always been... a 
daredevil 
At Dashwood Manor care home being a 
daredevil doesn’t stop when you make the 
journey into care. Bring your life with you to a 
place you can call home.

Award winning, person centred care for over 
40 years. 

If you’re considering care for yourself or a 
loved one call 01256 588592.

Trusted to care.
Dashwood Manor care home
Basingstoke
careuk.com/dashwood-manor

Rated

9.8
out of 10 on 

carehome.co.uk
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CGH & BEGGARWOOD SURGERY NEWS FROM YOUR PPG 
Web Site: cghppg.co.uk 
As some of you may know, the Beggarwood 
surgery is now run by Operose/CGH. 
Since this acquisition we have been under 
some pressure from Operose to merge 
our activities with the Beggarwood PPG. 
At first we resisted this move but after 
careful consideration and after meeting 
with the Beggarwood PPG team we have 
decided to accede to their request.
During the meeting with the Beggarwood 
PPG Chair and the Vice Chair we decided 
that a joint merger has numerous 
advantages and just a couple of minor 
disadvantages for us. To counter this threat 
that both PPGs might have diluted focus 
it was agreed that a small management 
type quorum be formed consisting of the 
Chairs and Vice Chairs of both PPGs. This 
group will meet with the CGH/Operose 
management team monthly and then 
report back to the larger and joint PPG 
membership. A further win for both PPGs is 
that we will become the largest PPG group 
under the Operose flag and we mean to 
make full use of this in our dealings with 
Operose and if need be, NHS England. 
Further advantages are the available skills 
and experiences across the merged groups 
to help drive Operose forward.
The structure we will run is as follows:
•	 Monthly meetings with local and 

central Operose Management.
•	 Separate monthly PPG meetings with all 

members of the larger and joint PPG.
•	 Minutes of above meetings published 

on the joint PPG Web Site: www.
cghppg.co.uk Inserts across all Parish 
Magazines and online neighbourhood 
sites reporting on matters relating to 
all local Operose run surgeries.

•	 Inserts into the Basingstoke Gazette 
as above.

In Summary, we believe we will be 
stronger together but as ever we will be 
interested in your views.
As part of our remit, we have chosen to 
concentrate initially on a couple of key 
areas with the surgeries resulting from 
Maria Miller’s Health in the Community 
meeting in July. These being, Telephone 
answering times and Patient Complaints. 
To this end we seek your help. What are 
your experiences when trying to contact 
the surgeries by phone? So that we can 
monitor this for the next few weeks and 
press for effective action from within 
Operose we ask you to fill in a quick and 
easy survey reporting your experiences. 
This can be found here on the PPG web 

site and as stated above: www.cghppg.
co.uk. See below as to how you can help 
us monitor complaints into the surgery.

Complaints?
We are aware that some people use Social 
Media to raise concerns and complaints 
about the surgeries. We understand that 
this can relieve some frustration but in 
reality does not really address or help 
resolve their issue as the sites are not 
monitored by Operose and therefore they 
cannot comment or help with the matter. 
Therefore, if you feel that you have not 
been dealt with correctly by the surgery 
or perhaps not had a good experience 
in dealing with either the surgery or a 
member of staff, you should make a formal 
complaint. Please visit the CGH web site 
to register your dissatisfaction. The address 
is: https://cghpartnership.co.uk/about-us/
comments-and-complaints/. Operose 
employs a full time Complaints Manager 
and so you should get a speedy response 
and certainly an acknowledgement 
within 3 working days and a formal reply 
to your complaint with a resolution 
within 40 working days. If you are not 
satisfied with the way they have dealt 
with your complaint, you can contact 
the Parliamentary and Health Service 
Ombudsman to review your case on 
0345 015 4033 or via their website: www.
ombudsman.org.uk. The Ombudsman is an 
independent body established to promote 
improvements in healthcare through the 
assessment of the performance of those 
who provide service.

Surgeries Update
Call Waiting times as the most important 
issue to address to reduce the overload 
on the call queues. Operose are trying 
different ideas for call answering. There 
will be a number of different options 
to enable calls to be placed in different 
queues and handled by different 
people and procedures. The options 
will range from medical emergencies 
to Prescriptions, Referrals, Medical 
Secretary and Deceased reporting etc. 
This will mean urgent calls will be dealt 
with more quickly leaving the rest of 
the calls for trained receptionists to deal 
with. The idea is to navigate the calls 
to reduce queues. To make this work 
effectively we must respect the trial 
system and avoid the temptation to press 
“emergency regardless of the nature of 
your call. Sickness with the staff is causing 
some delays in the level of services. Two 
numbers are used between the surgeries, 

one for Beggarwood and the other for 
three CGH surgeries. This new system 
is being reviewed every day. If it proves 
to not be effective in reducing wait times 
then it may well be that the model will 
have to change.
Flu vaccinations have been given to 
8,325 patients. Invitations to attend 
vaccinations have been sent out by text, 
and by letter to those without mobile 
phones. It has been reported that some 
letters were not franked. The practice 
will refund this postage. 
There have been problems with 
prescriptions at both Boots Beggarwood 
and Lloyds at Sainsbury’s. There is a 
known issue with the Boots app and 
these problems appear to be with the 
pharmacies and not the surgeries.
Operose have agreed to provide us with 
some key statistics about the running 
of their operations across surgeries 
comprising of staffing levels, call wait 
times, Dr.iQ registrations and contacts 
etc. We have agreed a formula with them 
as to how they are presented and we 
plan to start publishing them here once 
it is up and running.

Dr.iQ
Current feedback to us is mixed. What 
are your experiences using the app? 
Once again replies via our email address.

Contacting the PPG
At present there are 2 email addresses 
for contacting us. Either one will work in 
contacting us.
beggarwood.surgeryppg@btinternet.com	
cghb.surgeryppg@btinternet.com
We plan to merge these contact points 
over the next few months.
Suggestions for input might be:
•	 Have you been referred to a different 

surgery within Operose Group? What 
was your experience of this?

•	 The ease of booking an appointment 
or call back

•	 The surgery waiting area environment
•	 Helpful suggestions for improvements 

within practice
•	 Feedback on the reception and 

medical staff
We stress this is for Non-Medical 
feedback as we are not medically trained 
and the email address will only be 
monitored on an irregular basis. If you 
have an urgent medical problem, please 
contact the surgery directly or ring 111.
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LEAVE A GIFT 
FOR CHARITY

Whilst many Christmas presents will be forgotten 
as soon as they have been unwrapped, there is a 
festive gift that can make a big difference – leaving 
a legacy to a charity.
Three quarters of Britons regularly give to charity 
in their lifetimes, but only 6% include a charity 
when writing a Will. 

Without this source of income many charities 
would have to cut important services and some 
could not exist.  
Charities rely on both regular donations and 
legacies in Wills to be able to continue their good 
work. Leaving money to charity in your Will can 
make a huge difference and what a wonderful 
way to ensure that your legacy lives on after 
you’ve gone.
Donations can be as small or as large as you wish, 
as every gift makes a difference. A gift made to a 
UK registered charity is also inheritance tax free.
If your estate is large enough to be chargeable 
to inheritance tax, gifts to charity will reduce not 
just the overall amount of tax paid by the rest of 
your estate but also the rate of tax, resulting in 
your family getting the most of their inheritance.
For help in leaving a charitable legacy or other 
advice on Wills, please contact our Wills, Trusts 
and Probate Team on 01256 460830.

More information about the wide range of legal services offered by Phillips Law, can be found at  
www.phillips-law.co.uk

COUNCILLOR DAN PUTTY
The Highways Agency is investigating in making our arterial 
road better. There are massive works at Brighton Hill 
roundabout which has an impact on the A30. We, from 
Hatch Warren and Beggarwood have to be patient and 
allow time to reach our destinations. 
We are conscious that there will be some rat running 
through our roads. Please report to us of any danger caused 
by the influx of traffic on our roads. 
I am encouraged that more people are walking to schools 
with their children.
I would like to congratulate Brighton Hill School where I am 
a past governor having achieved brilliant results recently. My 
sincere congratulations to the children, staff and head. I am 
proud of them all and well done.
I have a small councillor fund at the council and I would 
request schools in our area to apply for any worthwhile 
projects. If they get in touch with the council the officers 
will guide them.
I would be delighted to help if it meets with the criteria laid 
down by the council.
Best regards
Cllr Dan Putty JP

NOVEMBER 
REPORT
This month we were delighted to 

welcome local Basingstoke author Mike Hollow. Mike has 
written a successful series of books about the Blitz Detective 
John Jago who solves murders during the Second World War. 
Ahead of Mike’s visit we read ‘The Pimlico Murder’, number 
six in the series. Mike explained that due to lockdown it was 
impossible to do his normal research in London and so read 
many books about the area of Pimlico until he was able to 
visit. During his research he was able to talk to residents who 
remembered life in the area. A big thank you to Mike for his 
informative and interesting talk.
Mike was our eighth author to visit Bookworms since our 
group began and we are looking forward to enjoying another 
successful year in 2023.
Next month is our Christmas social, we are reading ‘The 
Reading List’ by Sara Nisha Adams and hope to compile our 
own Beggarwood Bookworms essential reading list.
Future titles for next year include ‘Lessons in Chemistry’ ‘The 
Four Winds’ ‘Great Circle’ and ‘The Paper Palace’ read along 
with us and follow us on Facebook or join us in the New Year 
for coffee, cake and book chat you will be very welcome.
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CARS URGENTLY WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID 

CASH OR INSTANT BANK TRANSFER

M & K AUTOS • BASINGSTOKE

8 DAHLIA CLOSE • KEMPSHOTT • RG22 5RQ

Trading in your car or just 
need an Instant Cash Sale

CALL US FIRST
•  All cars and vans considered from 

£50 to £20,000
•  For a fast, friendly professional 

approach please call Keith Lovelock 
on Basingstoke (01256) 477838  
or 07785 594429

Your Local 
Buyer
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Lucy Watson

COUNCILLOR’S UPDATE
BROADMERE ROAD ADOPTIONS: it looks as if the issue that has 
been stalling the adoption of the roads around the Beggarwood shops 
has been resolved without the need to go to a tribunal. This is good, 
but also disappointing because the solution arrived at must have been 
available to both parties many months ago. I have spoken with the 
County officers on restarting the process of adopting the roads. It is 
still likely to take some months as defects have to be identified, agreed 
and rectified by the original developers. Adoption can’t come soon 
enough for local residents who have been subjected to deteriorating 
roads and street light defects for many years. 
VANDALISM: sadly the Café in the Park at Beggarwood has 
experienced more vandalism, this time directed at the tables outside. 
I helped to fund these tables from my County Council grant after the 
old ones were damaged beyond repair. These are facilities for all the 
community to use, and those who make it their business to damage 
them are robbing everyone in the area. People like to talk about 
‘mindless vandalism’. It is nothing of the sort. It is a deliberate act and, 
to my mind, borne of a contempt for the community.
FIREWORKS: congratulations to our Community Association for 
putting on another fabulous, and sold-out, fireworks display on 5th 
November. The fireworks seem to get better every year, and this time 
had some ‘silent but colourful’ sections to add variety. The finale was 
almost overwhelming, with so much happening that it was difficult to 
take it all in. The weather had looked threatening but largely cleared 
by the time of the display, with only a light drizzle. The wind was light - 
enough to carry away the smoke but not enough to interfere with the 
fireworks themselves. This year the organisers did not ask for fairground 
rides at the display, a change that I am sure will have been welcomed by 
many hard-pressed families. Thank you to everyone involved, including 
the army of volunteers who helped man the gates and barriers.
ROADWORKS: I am pleased to see that the temporary traffic lights 
at the opposite ends of Beggarwood Lane have been removed. I 
confess to being exasperated by the disruption and apparent uncaring 
approach of the contractors doing the work. There were postings 
on social media of people being unable to get out of Beggarwood 
because of queues caused by malfunctioning lights.
SCHOOLS REVIEW: I attended a meeting at the County Council that 
reviewed the performance and status of Basingstoke’s schools. I was 
pleased to receive confirmation that performance is improving across 
the board. In the secondary schools, Years 7, 8 and 9 are virtually full 
which indicates not just a bulge in the number of young people but 
also a reduction in parents wanting to send their children to schools 
outside the town. Brighton Hill has noticeably gone from being under-
subscribed to having every available place taken, and a waiting list.
ST MARK’S SCHOOL was represented by two Year 6 pupils at 
the Remembrance Service at the war memorial on Sunday 13th 
November. The school takes this event very seriously, paying tribute 
to those who have served the country.
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK: St Mark’s School also played its part in 
marking Anti-Bullying week from Monday 14th November, starting 
with an Odd Socks Day. This event emphasised that everyone is unique, 
and that pupils should be allowed to be themselves, free from bullying.
INQUIRY INTO WAREHOUSE APPLICATION: the inquiry into the 
refused planning application at Oakdown Farm has been held and 
we who spoke are now waiting nervously for the Inspector’s report. 
Issues raised ‘from the floor’ included whether the types of jobs to be 
provided by warehousing are actually those that Basingstoke needs, 
especially as there appear to be hundreds of unfilled warehouse 
vacancies in the area. We also queried whether the road system could 
cope with the extra heavy traffic, and quoted as evidence Hampshire 
County Council’s new policies to address the difficulties faced by the 
M3. We also suggested that huge warehouses are the wrong buildings 

to have at such an important gateway into Basingstoke and highlighted 
the impact that the lighting would have throughout the night on the 
local environment. The pressure group, CAGE, had a constant presence 
at the inquiry. Maria Miller MP spoke on the last day, emphasising the 
roads issues and the importance of the new hospital site, which remains 
the Hospital Trust’s preferred location. I have placed the presentation I 
made on my blog at https://reidaboutbasingstoke.co.uk
ACCESSING GP SURGERIES: the most frequent complaint I hear 
about the local GP surgeries is that it takes too long to get through 
on the telephone. Operose are reporting that the average wait at the 
three CGH surgeries approaches an hour. Beggarwood is quicker. The 
Patient Participation Group has raised the long waits with Operose. 
In response, the company has introduced a trial telephone answering 
system, which will be reviewed daily. To compound this problem, 
Operose’s Dr IQ application looked to be inaccessible on many of 
its functions as well.
MERGED PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP: The first meeting of 
the Camrose/Gillies/Hackwood and Beggarwood Patient Participation 
Group has taken place and I am grateful to Thelma Wiseman for 
allowing me to attend as an observer. In administrative terms, the 
PPG merger has gone well. I took the opportunity to ask the Practice 
Manager about the Operose business model and she confirmed that 
they regard themselves as running one surgery with four outlets. This, 
clearly, allows them to generate maximum synergy but I see it also as 
containing inherent risks if they make themselves too dependant on 
certain key people who leave or fall sick. This is something I predict will 
be the subject of further debate.
SURGERY COMPLAINTS: if patients of Camrose, Gillies, Hackwood 
or Beggarwood surgeries experience problems, Operose employ a 
full-time Complaints Manager. If you feel you have reason to complain 
about your experiences, you can register your dissatisfaction via the 
CGH website: www.cghpartnership.co.uk/about-us/comments-and-
complaints You should receive a response and/or an acknowledgement, 
within 3 working days, plus a formal reply and solution, within 40 
working days. If you remain dissatisfied, you have the right to contact 
the Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman on 0345 0154033 
or via their website: www.ombudsman.org.uk.
BIODIVERSITY: a small meeting was held at Beggarwood Community 
Centre on 2nd November to discuss biodiversity issues around the 
area. We identified some projects that could help to encourage wild 
flowers and insects, and these will be worked up into proposals to put 
before the Borough Council next year.
BRIGHTON HILL ROUNDABOUT: work is continuing on the 
improvements and the boundaries of the new road surfaces and 
paths can be clearly seen in many areas. Concerns were raised about 
the safety of crossings at night and extra lighting was put in place.
WOMEN’S HEALTH CONVERSATION: I attended a meeting 
hosted by Maria Miller MP at the Hatch Warren community centre 
that discussed women’s health issues. One theme that came through 
from the audience was that gateways into treatment pathways are too 
often not known, causing women to miss out on help that is available.
CHOOSING A SCHOOL: this is the time of year when parents and 
carers need to be choosing the schools that will be best for their 
children who will join Year R in September 2023. There is no better 
way to make the right decision for your child than to look round 
the school and talk to the staff. Applications have to be submitted 
to Hampshire County Council by 15th January, and with the festive 
season approaching, time is running short!
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR: I believe this is 
the last issue of the Rabbiter before the Christmas break, so I am 
delighted to wish everyone reading this article the very best for the 
festive season.
Stephen Reid 
County Councillor. Basingstoke South West 07976 310206

The Rabbiter - December 2022 – January 2023

8



9

The Rabbiter - December 2022 – January 2023

9



PROBUS HEARS ABOUT  
THREE VCS AWARDED  
TO THE HAMPSHIRE 
REGIMENT IN WW1 

The Victoria Cross is the highest and most prestigious 
gallantry medal awarded to any member of UK armed 
forces following action “in the presence of the enemy.” 
It is inscribed with the words “For Valour.”
As the name indicates the award was created by Queen 
Victoria to recognise the actions of any service personnel, of any 
age, length of service or rank. The original recipients in 1857 were 
veterans of the Crimean War and the story goes that the metal used 
for all VCs is from Russian cannons seized at Sebastopol. In recent 
years an alternative opinion has emerged that Chinese cannon were 
used that were captured during the dubious Opium Wars.
What is known is that only 10 kgs of the original metal exists which 
is held under guard at the Royal Logistics Corps base at MOD 
Donnington near Telford. This is reckoned to be sufficient for another 
80 or so Victoria Crosses.
This was all outlined by Nick Saunders, the latest speaker at the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke. He is a part time archivist in the Royal 
Hampshire Regiment in Winchester as well as WW1 battlefields 
guide while continuing his studies working towards a master’s degree 
in local history from the Open University.

His particular interest is the award of the Victoria 
Cross to three members of the Hampshire 
Regiment during WW1. (The regiment only 
received its Royal honorific in 1948). They were 
all Second Lieutenants and were very young. 
In 1915 2nd Lt George R D Moor was only 

eighteen years old during the Gallipoli campaign in the Dardanelles, 
which today is in modern Turkey. 
Things were going badly for 2nd Lt Moor’s 2nd battalion of the 
Hampshire regiment. Of one thousand men they had been reduced 
to only three hundred and lost five commanding officers in six weeks. 
A detachment of a battalion on his left, which had lost most of its 
officers was rapidly retiring before a heavy Turkish attack. Recognising 
the danger to the rest of the line he dashed some 200 yards and 
stemmed the retirement, led back the men and recaptured the lost 
trench. What emerged from the talk was that this young officer shot 
dead four men which no doubt encouraged a rethink on behalf of 
the retreating troops. He died of the Spanish flu on November 3rd, 
1918, aged just twenty-one. As well as the VC he had also been 
awarded the MC and Bar.
On 31st July 1917 2nd Lt Denis GW Hewitt was in command of a 
company at Ypres and after capturing his first objective he advanced 
but was hit by shrapnel that set alight signal flares in his haversack. 
He put out the fire by rolling in the deep mud of the battlefield 
and despite his severe burns he led the company forward under 
heavy machine gun fire, capturing and consolidated his objective. 
He was killed by a sniper while inspecting the consolidation and 
encouraging his men.  His body was lost on the battlefield and his 
name is engraved on the Menin Gate. He had been educated at 
Winchester College and Sandhurst and was aged just nineteen.
Not being a success at grammar school, 2nd Lt Montague SS Moore 
had been privately tutored before attending Sandhurst. While at 
Ypres on 20th September 1917 his actions earned him the Victoria 
Cross and subsequently the Croix de Guerre. He was in command 

and dashed ahead of some seventy men who were 
met with heavy machine gun fire which caused severe 
casualties with the result that he arrived at his objective 
some five hundred yards on with only a sergeant and 
four men. Undaunted he bombed a large dug out and 
took 28 prisoners, 2 machine guns and a light field gun. 
Gradually more officers and men arrived, to number 
about sixty. They defended the position under constant 
fire for 36 hours using enemy rifles and bombs and 
beat off several counterattacks. By this time his force 

was reduced to just ten men. 2nd Lt Moore eventually got away his 
wounded and withdrew under cover of a thick mist. He was only 
eighteen years old.
Such courage was soundly appreciated by the members of the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke who enjoy a variety of talks at their 
monthly business meetings.
See www.probusbasingstoke.club for more information about this 
social club for retired professional and business managers.

The Rabbiter - December 2022 – January 2023

10



The Rabbiter - December 2022 – January 2023

11

over
25 years

C ON TAC T  U S

V I SI T  O U R  SHOW RO OM

R E A D  O U R  R E V I E WS



We are now into winter 
after an unusually warm 
autumn. Due to the warm 
October and November 

this year some tree species (for example 
the oak and hazel) dropped their leaves 
very late. It was strange to see green leaves 
so late into November. 
The effect of climate change is definitely 
noticeable this year. Some migrating birds 
started to move later than normal. Some 
plants started to produce buds and flowers 
in October and even into November. A 

shrub that has had a second blooming this 
autumn is the honeysuckle. There seems 
to have been an abundance of acorns this 
year – and therefore happy squirrels and 
jays! Both have been seen on Old Down 
and Beggarwood. They create secret stores 
for the winter and do forget about some 
of their stores thus new oak trees sprout. 
It is sad to take out such a splendid tree 
as the oak but this has to be done on the 
tumulus – oak trees have sprouted there 
but are just not in the right place. It is wild 
flowers the group is aiming to encourage 
on the tumulus – not new trees! 

OLD DOWN AND BEGGARWOOD WILDLIFE GROUP

Work Parties: For Old Down we 
meet outside Old Down Hall every 
Thursday 10-12noon (but not in the 
rain!) and for Beggarwood at the café on 
the first Tuesday of the month 9-12noon.  
Please do come and join us.  Check the 
website for further information. And 
please do look at the Group’s Facebook 
page for interest. 

https://sites.google.com/site/
olddownbeggarwoodwildlifegroup                     
Email: odandbwd@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/odandbwd
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Registered Charity no. 1002856

3K 
RUN

St. Michael’s Hospice

Sunday 18th December 2022, 9am
Setting off from Queen Anne’s Square, 
Festival Place, Basingstoke, RG21 7BA

Reindeer Run

KINDLY SUPPORTED BY: 
Join us for a 

festive family fun run! 

Find out more:
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk
#ReindeerRun @smhbasingstoke Sign up

here!
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around the book – so far we have read 
Stickman and Goldilocks. The children 
created their own amazing stick families 
with sticks and twigs from their outdoor 
walks and they loved tasting porridge and 
trying different size chairs!
We are continuing with our small group 
work each week with Write Dance, a super 
fun session and a fantastic way to build 
motor skills and introduce writing skills; 
we are still having fun with our science 
experiments and makaton signing. And 
next week on the baking table we will be 
making some yummy Christmas goodies.
You can see weekly updates from Hatch 
Warren Under Fives on our Facebook 
page “Hatch Warren under Fives”, where 
you will see lots of photos from our week.
Don’t forget - applications are now open 
for Year R spaces for September 2023. You 
must apply to Hampshire County Council 
and the deadline for all applications is 15th 
January 2023. For more information, or 
to apply, visit: https://www.hants.gov.uk/
educationandlearning/admissions 
Wishing you all a happy and fun festive 
season! 
We still have a few spaces remaining, to 
enquire about a preschool place at Hatch 
Warren Under Fives, please contact Pam 
Jones, Manager, on 01256 322788, or email 
preschoolmail@aol.com. 
We also manage another lovely preschool, 
Kempshott Under Fives, located a short 
distance away at St. Mark’s Church in 
Kempshott. 
Read more about our preschools at www.
hatchwarrenunderfives.co.uk

CANDOVER VALLEY 
PRE-SCHOOL 
Hello from CVP!
The littles ones have had great fun 
celebrating Bonfire Night, creating firework 
pictures with chalk, junk models with paint 
and glitter and a sensory tray experience 
including flour, glitter, pipe cleaners and 
tools to mark make and explore with their 
senses.  The little ones have also made 
their own fireworks with breadsticks and 
sprinkles to eat at snack time.  
The children have been developing their 
fine motor skills to mould clay to create 
divas to celebrate Diwali and make their 
own little animals looking for somewhere 
to hibernate this Autumn!  The little ones 
have also had a great interest in ponies 
and unicorns over the last few weeks, so 

we have been researching information and 
using our imaginations during role play.
We have been reading A Squash and 
a Squeeze and some related activities 
include exploring the sizes small, medium 
and large, how many animals we can fit 
into a house just like the little old lady’s 
and identifying different animals and the 
names of their babies.  
For the next few weeks, we will be 
focussing on encouraging the little ones to 
make marks with meaning.  We use many 
experiences at pre-school not just paper 
and pencils including chalk, paint, sand, 
playdough, flour, clay, gloop, sticks and mud, 
transient art and sensory trays.  This is a 
very important step to develop before 
moving on to pre-writing skills.  Access to 
practise these skills by having resources 
available daily along with adults modelling 
mark making is very helpful.
The children have been exploring the 
stories ‘Superworm’ and ‘Room on the 
Broom’ during the forest sessions by 
making clay models, wands from sticks 
they found and decorated with ribbon 
and wool, role playing the stories together 
and making a special potion with natural 
resources they found in the woods. 
What fun at ‘The Hornbeam Hideout’ 
Forest School too, exploring, drinking 
hot chocolate, eating marshmallows and 
getting to know some animals.
Hope to see you soon!
Lisa Collisson

Pre-School Head 
Tel: 01256-389008			 
Email: cvpadmin@btconnect.com 
www.candovervalleypreschool.co.uk/

DANDELIONS 
We are almost at the end of another term 
and what fun we have had!

HATCH WARREN 
UNDER FIVES 

We are now in our magical term of glitter 
and sparkle at Hatch Warren Under Fives 
Preschool where we are having fun with 
all things Christmas.
We have decorated trees, made lots of 
Christmas craft and sung lots of Christmas 
songs. Plans are underway to finish the 
year with a lovely Christmas party for the 
children where we’ll have a special visitor 
popping in to our Christmas grotto. The 
children will also be performing “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas” for our families.
We have spent lots of time on outdoor 
walks in the woods looking at the seasonal 
changes, listening to the sounds of 
crunching leaves and wind in the trees and 
collecting lovely natural resources to use 
in preschool. 
There has been lots of fun and colour this 
term – including fireworks and Diwali. The 
children made clay Diwali tea light holders 
and we used lots of colour and textures to 
create some wonderful firework pictures. 
The children made beautiful poppy prints 
and they learnt all about the meaning of 
Remembrance Day and real life heroes, 
they also joined in with a minute’s silence 
and did an incredible job.
We joined in with Children in Need 
in November, we did lots of Pudsey 
inspired activities with the children and 
we also invited everyone to dress up their 
favourite fun clothes and the staff came to 
preschool dressed up too.
We took part in world nursery rhyme 
week, which celebrates the importance 
of nursery rhymes in early childhood 
development; we had a fantastic visit 
from a fire engine and the firemen told 
the children all about the special clothes 

they wear and how 
important their job is.
We are continuing 
with our “Book of the 
Week”. The children 
vote for a book 
each week and we 
have activities based 
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Firstly we would like to thank all of our 
families for getting involved in our Autumn 
Treasure hunt.  The children have enjoyed 
exploring the different textures of the 
rustling leaves and conkers that were found 
and we are delighted to say that we raised 
over £200.00 which has already been used 
to enhance our resources for the setting.
Nursery Rhyme week was a great success.  
Singing rhymes is crucial to developing 
children’s language and communication skills.  
It has also provided further opportunities 
for us to cover all areas of our curriculum.  
We have recently designed our own 
curriculum here at Dandelions.  It is 
designed to be inclusive for all of our 
children allowing for adaptability to suit each 
individual child’s needs.   It’s an ambitious 
and broad curriculum enabling each child 
to acquire new skills and knowledge in 
preparation for their journey to school.
Each year we take part in supporting 
Children In Need and the children dressed 
up in something spotty or their pyjamas.  
The children have shared their adventures 
with us from Bonfire night which led to 
an activity exploring how we can create 
new colours by mixing powder paints and 
mark making.
Using musical instruments we recreated 
the noises of the fireworks.
We have made a Remembrance day display 
and have been exploring different objects 
we could use to create poppies. Forks and 
apples were a definite favourite. 

Christmas is always a magical time in 
Pre-School and we have lots of fun filled 
activities planned for the children to enjoy 
and our parents will be joining us for 
Christmas Craft activities before we break 
up and enjoy the festivites with our families 
and friends.
We would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all of our families a wonderful 
Christmas and to thank you all for your 
kindness and generosity throughout the 
year. We look forward to seeing you and 
our new starters in the 2023.
Spaces are filling up fast and we are building 
our waiting lists for the next two years so 
please do contact us for a registration form 
if you would like to consider Dandelions for 
your child’s early years on 01256 818857 
or alternatively e-mail info@dandelions-
preschool.org.uk

CUCKOO MEADOW 
PRE-SCHOOL 
Hello from Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School.
With the change of season upon us, we 
have been exploring Autumn as our latest 
theme. And what better way to introduce 
the season than with welly walks around 
the meadow! Our adventures led us to 
discuss the various changes that Autumn 
brings and the different textures and 
colours of the falling leaves. We collected 
the leaves to make leaf laminated numbers 
and enjoyed using them to practice our 
counting skills.

We have been putting our cutting and 
sticking skills to good use with lots of craft 
activities, including some lovely scarecrows 
made from different shapes. We also 
looked at the fascinating journey of how 
acorns grow into oak trees, and then 
created our own little acorns to add to 
our wall tree.
Of course, Autumn wouldn’t be complete 
without vibrant bonfire artwork from our 
little ones. Plus the opportunity to enjoy 
delicious breadstick sparklers that we 
topped with colourful sprinkles!

Christmas raffle
We are delighted to be holding a 
Christmas raffle this year and we’re seeking 
donations of biscuits, sweets, wine or 
preserves to add to our festive hampers. 
If you would like to provide a donation or 
know of a business that might be able to 
help with match funding, we would love 
to hear from you. We hope you all have a 
wonderful festive break!
About Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School: We 
are a small, friendly, Ofsted Outstanding 
ranked pre-school located in the 
Rathbone Pavillion, North Waltham. The 
children who attend come from within 
the village and the surrounding areas 
including Oakley, Dummer, Hatch Warren, 
Kempshott and Beggarwood and all agree 
the location and wonderful caring staff 
mean it is more than worth the short 
journey. To find out more please contact 
Jo or Fiona on 01256 398172. 

ANVIL ARTS
CINDERELLA
Starring Debbie McGee and Chris 
Pizzey
Fri 9 Dec 2022 – Mon 2 Jan 2023
The Anvil

Tickets: Various prices, bands, 
concessions etc plus relaxed and signed 
performances.  

THE NIGHT BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS
Fri 9 – Sun 11 Dec
The Haymarket

Tickets: £16.50. Under 16s £14.50 
(includes £4 booking fee). Schools 
and groups rates, plus a relaxed 
performance.

Suitable for : ages 3-9
50 minutes, no interval

CARA DILLON  
Upon A Winter’s Night
Tue 13 Dec, 7.30pm
The Haymarket

Tickets: £25 (includes £4 booking fee)

Ballet Theatre UK presents 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
Thu 15 Dec, 7.30pm
The Haymarket

Tickets: £24. Under 25s and f/t students 
£21. Under 12s £18 (includes £4 
booking fee)

SETH LAKEMAN
Accompanied by Alex Hart
Sun 18 Dec, 7.30pm
The Haymarket

Tickets: £24 (includes £4 booking fee)

THE ALBION BAND 
CHRISTMAS SHOW
Tue 20 Dec, 7.30pm
The Haymarket

Tickets: £25 (includes £4 booking fee)

01256 844244 / anvilarts.org.uk
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BASINGSTOKE DEANE ROTARY 
ROTARY CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX THANK YOU
A huge thanks to all who contributed shoeboxes for our annual 
appeal, 670 shoeboxes full of toys and warm gloves & hats 
etc. are on the way to under privileged children in Moldova, 
Montenegro, Romania and Albania. We couldn’t do this without 
the generosity of our local community who help spread a little 
happiness to children who have little. We were donated a huge 
amount of beautiful hand knitted clothes and toys, too many 
to go in in the shoeboxes but we were able to fill 9 packing 
cases with these knitted items, they will be delivered into the 
hands of Rotarians in those countries to distribute those in 
need.  Through our Rotary channels a number of shoeboxes 
and some warm knitted items are also on their way to children 
in Ukraine. Our Wessex District Rotary sent 18,000 Christmas 
shoeboxes in 2021 from Hampshire.

ST MICHAELS HOSPICE REINDEER RUN
Sunday 18th December 2022
Festival Place, Queen Anne’s Square, Outside Iceland.

CAMROSE CENTRE CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Rotarians will again be cooking and serving Christmas lunch 
to the Camrose Centre clients and volunteers.
www.rcbd.org.uk 

The Rabbiter - December 2022 – January 2023
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SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING
Ah, that old chestnut. 
You’re probably expecting that a column from the Church 
at this time of year is going to bang on about the “true 
meaning of Christmas”, how Christmas is not about 
presents, consumption and partying but about celebrating 
the arrival of Jesus.  
You’re probably expecting severe chastisement of those 
who see joy in telling everybody else how much they’re 
spending on Christmas, how many presents each of their 
children is getting and what a jolly good time everybody is 
going to have.  
You’re probably expecting this column to go heavy on how 
wrong all of that is and how we should all think of nothing 
else but God and Jesus throughout the holiday season.  
However for many people even if they wanted to spend 
obscene amounts of money on lavish dining and drinking, 
most will not be able to afford to this year. So I wonder 
whether it is possible that this enforced abstinence will 
actually help us to focus more on the love that Jesus offers 
and the priceless gift of faith. 
I also wanted to highlight that as bad as things appear to 
be, across the globe things may be better than we think. 
I recently came across a book called “Factfulness” by Hans 
Rosling – subtitled “10 reasons we’re wrong about the world 
and why things are better than you think”.  With our tendency 
to accept as truth the doom and gloom spewing from the 
media, it is not surprising that many of us fear that the world 
is on the cusp of implosion and humanity is doomed.  
The facts in this book give us great hope that overall things 
are moving in the right direction towards a safer, healthier 
life for more people. For example, in the last 20 years, the 
proportion of the world’s population living in extreme 
poverty has almost halved; the average global life expectancy 
for those born in 2016 is 72.48 years, up by nearly ten years 
compared to 30 years ago; the number of deaths per year 
from natural disasters is less than half what it was 100 years 
ago; of the world’s 1 year old children, over 80% have been 
vaccinated against some disease; in 1996 tigers, giant pandas 
and black rhinos were all listed as endangered- today none 
of them are.   
I hope that these facts help us to realise that although we 
may have some problems, if we take a step back and look 
at the big picture, things might not be as bad as they appear 
to be. We have extraordinary freedom; we have democracy; 
we have good healthcare and we have a level of respect and 
trust for each other that is at its highest ever. So yes perhaps 
Christmas won’t be quite as lavish this year but I hope we 
can nonetheless reflect that whilst there is  some way to go 
to a perfect world, we are already blessed by God and that 
must be a cause for the best possible celebration!  
Laurence Besemer 

Congregation Member at The Parish of Basingstoke Down 

BASINGSTOKE 
CIVIL SERVICE 
RETIREMENT 
FELLOWSHIP
The penultimate meeting of 
the year was held on 2 November at the Brookvale Village Hall. 
The Chairman, David Cowling, welcomed the members present 
and informed us that bookings for the Christmas meal at BCOT 
was full but that the trip to the garden centre on 17 November 
was now cancelled due to lack of numbers.  He also advised us 
that the programme for next year’s speakers and trips was now 
available and that the actual date of each monthly outing would be 
advised nearer the time.  The Welfare Officer, Christine Broadbent, 
then updated us on the progress of members not present due to 
various circumstances.
Our speaker this month was Ruth Walne from the charity Mercy 
Ships with a talk titled Medical Care to the Under Served.  She 
explained the purpose of the hospital ship, how the charity 
was funded and how it was staffed.  All the staff on board are 
volunteers except the Gurkhas who are employed as security 
officers. The ship will spend 10 months of the year docked in the 
port of a West African Country with the other 2 months spent 
having an overhaul and any repairs being carried out.  The aim of 
the charity is to eradicate the diseases of poverty and much of 
the medical care is given to children. The medical staff on the ship 
mainly deal with conditions concerning eyes, facial, orthopaedic 
and dental problems with the most common being cataracts, cleft 
palate, bowed legs and knock knees. This makes a huge difference 
to people as 93% of people in sub-saharan Africa have no access 
to good health care.  They also aim to leave a lasting legacy by 
training local staff. If you would like further information please go 
to www.mercyships.org.uk.
The group’s last outing of the year is to BCOT for Christmas lunch 
on 15 December and there are no outings planned for either 
January or February 2023.
The next meeting is on 7 December when Paul Whittle will give 
a talk titled ‘Train to the Arctic Circle’ and there will be the usual 
Christmas buffet and bumper raffle.  For the first meeting of 2023, 
on 4 January, Pam Durroch will be giving a talk on behalf of the 
Basingstoke Food Bank.
The group meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10am to 12 noon and all retired Civil 
Servants, their relatives and friends are welcome.  Further details 
about the group and information about our meetings and trips 
can be obtained by contacting  csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com.
Margaret Atkinson
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ONE TO ONE PIANO TUITION.  
Remotely and Face to Face Beginners welcome from 6yrs. Local, 
experienced ‘ISM approved’ teacher. 01256 333241 / 07774 
631802 / janecleaver33@ hotmail.com www.1to1musictutors.co.uk
FAY CURTIS-FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 
Professional Footcare in the comfort of your home. 
Call 07780 664410
TRADITIONAL PLASTERER  
All aspects of plastering. Small works welcome.  
Call 07958 670774 – 01256 364991 (Dave)
GCSE MATHS TUTOR - Ingrid Berry (PGCE, QTS, DBS). 
References available. Contact Ingrid.e.berry@gmail.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS WOMEN’S EQUALITY PARTY
To mark November’s dual campaigns on ending violence against 
women and girls, White Ribbon Day and the 16 Days Of Action, 
we are organising a training session run by Paragon for male allies 
to become domestic violence champions in Basingstoke. I want 
to make the sessions a regular event for men and women so if 
you would be interested in participating in a future training group, 
please get in touch. They’re free, a great way of stamping out the 
scourge that is domestic violence for the benefit of everyone in 
society, and all are welcome.
As ever, you can check our socials @wepbasingstoke or sign up 
to my Hatch Warren & Beggarwood newsletter on the QR code 
below for more information.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas  
and a happy and healthy New Year!
HWB Newsletter QR Code:
Stacy Hart 

Women’s Equality Party Basingstoke Leader

The Rabbiter - December 2022 – January 2023

20



KEMPSHOTT CONSERVATION GROUP
Now is the time when hedgehogs are bedding down for the 
winter. As you tidy-up the garden, just be aware that you may 
accidentally uncover one. This year has played havoc with the 
weather and breeding cycles have got out of sync. The warmer 
than usual conditions may have delayed hedgehogs going into 
winter torpor, leaving them more active than usual. Well done if 
you feed them. If you have seen any in Kempshott, particularly in 
or around Down Grange Meadow, please let us know. 
In early November, a volunteer tidying up a garden found one 
slumbering at the base of an ivy covered wall, snuggled deep in 
the roots. It was a good size and heavy enough to survive the 
rigours of winter. It is always the last brood of hedgehogs that 
may be underweight and at the most risk of dying. They will put 
on weight before going to sleep, as the heavier they are the better 
their chances of surviving a hard winter. Any hedgehog that is less 
than 600 grams is at risk of not making it through to the spring. 
There is a common belief 
that hedgehogs hibernate 
over winter. This is not 
strictly accurate as the only 
British animal that truly 
hibernates is the Hazel 
Dormouse. Hedgehogs 
will start to go into torpor 
in early November, or 
even December if the 
weather has been particularly mild, as this year. They will drop 
their body temperature to near that of their environment, which 
saves energy. In mild spells in late winter/early spring, they may 
wake up and go foraging for food.
This is a very risky strategy, so if you have fed them in the past or 
you see them around, please leave out some food, as every little 
helps. If you find one sleeping , don’t worry if during the winter it 
disappears. They will often move at least once during this period. 
This is unlike the Hazel Dormouse, which can sleep for Britain. 
They typically hibernate for at least six months, but sometimes this 
can be as much as nine months. 
For more information about our activities on Down Grange 
Meadow, please call Marion Wolstencroft on (01256) 470171. 
Alternatively, send an email to kempshott-conserve@tiscali.co.uk 
or visit us at www.kempshottconservationgroup.org.uk

SCHOOLREADERS NEEDED TO 
SPREAD THE JOY OF READING IN 
HAMPSHIRE SCHOOLS
Children’s literacy charity 
Schoolreaders is looking for 
more volunteers who can 
help spread the joy of reading 
to children in Hampshire 
primary schools – especially 
around Basingstoke.
A recent survey1 of young 
people by the National 
Literacy Trust (NLT) revealed 
that reading enjoyment had 
reached a 15 year low, rallying slightly in the pandemic before 
declining again by 2022, especially amongst those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and amongst boys.
Furthermore, the Annual Literacy survey found that fewer than 1 in 
2 children aged 8 to 18 enjoyed reading with only 28% reading daily.
Schoolreaders is looking for volunteers of all ages – from students 
to retirees - who can listen to children read in a local primary 
school, especially at those schools where children require support 
the most. 
Worryingly, 1 in 4 children leave primary school every summer 
unable to read to the expected standard2 and the Schoolreaders 
scheme is now more in demand than ever, particularly to help those 
children most disadvantaged following the education disruption 
caused by Covid lockdowns.
Schoolreaders volunteers act as trusted role models in the 
classroom alongside the class teachers, not only helping children 
improve their reading but also by being a positive influence.
Schoolreaders volunteers are asked to listen to children read once 
a week during term time and to commit to an academic year. By 
applying now new volunteers will be matched as quickly as possible 
to a partner school and be ready to start once they have completed 
a mandatory DBS check and virtual safeguarding training.
Jane Whitbread, founder of Schoolreaders, adds, “Children 
who leave primary school unable to read well can’t access their 
secondary schooling fully which will disadvantage them for life. One 
in seven adults have poor literacy and cannot read instructions on 
a medicine label or a bus timetable or fill in a job application form. 
Working together we can change this. 
“There is no substitute for face-to-face interaction and support 
when it comes to reading. Our volunteers provide a crucial 
supplement to classroom teaching and are welcomed by schools 
- and the children. 95% of children in our scheme improved their 
reading performance and over 90% their reading enjoyment after 
time with a Schoolreaders volunteer which is so valuable3. If more 
children gain pleasure from reading from an early age and their 
reading fluency and confidence improves too, communities and 
Society will reap the benefits.” 
To find out more or to apply today to be a Schoolreaders volunteer 
in primary schools with the greatest need in Hampshire, visit 
Schoolreaders.org

1. National Literacy Trust Annual Literacy Survey based on 70,403 responses from 
children 5-18 conducted in 2022.

2. UK Government Statistics at Key Stage 2 2021.

3. Schoolreaders State of Primary School Reading Survey 2019 in partnership with 
the Institute of Research in Education at the University of Bedfordshire.
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DUMMER DOWN HONESTY CAFÉ 
RG25 2AR www.honestygroup.co.uk 01256 398100 8am – 4pm
It was a pleasant autumn day, dry for a change, and while not 
wanting a large lunch something was still needed. Turning south 
off the A30 near to the Wheatsheaf pub/restaurant Dummer 
Down farm is where the cricket school is based. Today some 
new buildings have been added to the original farm constructions 
making up quite a lively industrial complex which hides this busy 
little café. We had not visited since before Covid but was aware 
that new owners had taken over some time ago, so it was time to 
renew our acquaintance.
The Honesty group now has several similar cafes in the locality 
with the closest one being at the Dummer Garden centre just 
down the road. The ethos of the group is the ethical production 
of bread and cakes made from traditional flours. They claim that 
additives of any sort are not used.
It was a busy lunchtime, and we found the only unoccupied table 
inside ignoring the rear veranda outside with half a dozen tables.  
When we came out two tables at the front were being used in 
the afternoon sun.
The offering is quite simplistic with sandwiches, paninis and some 
vegetarian dishes. There is a specials board that offered soup of 
the day, specialist sandwiches and vegetarian offerings. The drinks 
board had a wide selection – not being a coffee aficionado I 
was surprised to see that eight versions were available and five 
different types of milk. 
Sticking to the standard menu Madam had a panini containing 
avocado, mozzarella and tomato that she described as “delicious.” 
I had a tuna panini that I requested to have the spring onions 
replaced with cheese and both plates came with crisps and a 
salad garnish. The fillings could be considered as generous, and the 
paninis tasted wonderful.
A cup each of flat white coffee saw us replete and so we were not 
tempted with any of the cake offerings. At a total cost of £21.70 
this was a fair price to pay for excellent food.
In addition to the café 
there is a side room selling 
artisan type grocery and 
stationery items. Several 
craft type days/evenings 
are also held throughout 
the year.

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Goslings Garden
& Fencing Services Ltd
With over 20 years experience in 

all gardening areas.

T: 01256 762327 / 07973 523246

Email: gozlisa@aol.com

Garden Maintenance (one-off / regular) • Mowing • 
Strimming • Hedge-cutting • Stump grinding • Fencing • 

Pruning • Patio’s • Turfing ... and more

Jobs Undertaken
Fencing  •  Drylining/Studwalls  •  Painting/Decorating  

Laminate Flooring  •  2nd Fix Carpentry  •  Plumbing  •  Tiling
Fitting/Designing of Kitchens and Bathrooms

Home Maintenance Services
Family Business  •  Fully Insured  •  Free Quotations

References by Request  •  25 Years’ Experience

01256 479327  •  07878 078135
mtunderdown@virginmedia.com

“We do anything from changing a tap to refurbishing your bathroom”

Marcus Underdown
Property Maintenance Expert

ADVERTISE YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS FOR 
FREE TO OVER 4100 LOCAL HOUSEHOLDS

advertising@therabbiter.biz
or send to editor@therabbiter.biz

Free ads 

HATCH WARREN WI
The Greywell Ringers entertained us at our November WI meeting 
as we listened in awe as the ladies played a variety of tunes including 
Happy Birthday, Singing in the Rain and of course several Christmas 
themed songs. We were even expected to sing along with some of 
the tunes – there were no excuses for not joining in as there was a 
song sheet provided for everyone.
After the formal ‘entertainment’, we were invited to have a go… 
twelve of us jumped up and rushed to the front to try our hands 
at bell ringing. It required a lot of concentration, to make sure we 
that each rang our own bell at the right time. It was great fun and a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening.
Our next meeting at Hatch Warren Community Centre will be 
on Thursday 5th January 2023 at 7.30pm. If you are interested in 
joining us for the evening please contact Shirley our President on 
07979 217220.
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DO YOU HAVE A WILL IN PLACE?

A Will is quite possibly one of the most important 
documents you will ever sign.

Call now to book a free Will healthcheck or to start 
the process of making your Will. 

Clarke & Son Solicitors 
Manor House 8 Winchester Road Basingstoke Hampshire 

RG21 8UG
T: 01256 320555

www.clarkeandson.co.uk

23






